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AN ADDRESS, &c. 
| | HE proſpect Which has for ſome time exiſted, and 
; i which is now happily realized, of a ſucceſsful ter- 


mination of the war, together with the critical 
exigencies of public affairs, he made it the duty 


of Congreſs to review and provide for the debts which the 


war has left upon the United States, and to look forward to 
the means of obviating dangers which may interrupt the har- 
mony and tranquility of the confederacy. The reſult of 
their mature and-ſolemn deliberations on theſe great objects 
is contained in their ſeveral recommendations of the 18th 


inſtant, herewith tranſmitted. Although theſe recommenda- 


tions ſpeak themſelves the principles on which they are founded, 
as well as the ends which they propoſe, it will not be improper 
to enter into a few explanations and remarks, in order to place 


in a ſtronger view the neceſlity of complying with them. 


The firſt meaſure recommended is, effectual proviſion for the 


debts of the United States. The amount of theſe debts, as 
far as they can now be aſcertained, is 42,000,375 dollars, 


as will appear by the ſchedule No. x. To difcharge the 
principal of this aggregate debt at once, or in any ſhort period, 
is evidently not within the compaſs of our reſources; and 
even if it could be accompliſhed, the eaſe of the community 
would require that the debt itſelf ſhould be left to a courſe 
of gradual extinguiſhment, and certain funds be provided for 
paying in the mean time the annual intereſt, The amount of 
the annual intereſt, as will appear by the paper laſt referred to, 
it computed to be 2 415,956 dollars. Funds, therefore, 
which will certainly and punctually produce this annual ſum, 
at leaſt,” muſt be provided, | | . 
In deviſing theſe funds, Congreſs did not overlook the 
mode of ſupplying the common treaſury, provided by the 
articles of confederation ; but, after the moſt reſpectful con- 
ſideration of that mode, they were conſtrained to regard it 
as inadequate and inapplicable to the form into which the 
public debt muſt be thrown. The delays and uncertainties 


incident to a revenue to be eſtabliſhed and collected from time 


to 


I 


F 
to time by thirteen independent authorities, is at firſt view 
irreconcileable with the punctuality eſſential in the diſcharge 
of the intereſt of a national debt. Our own experience, after 
making every allowance for tranſient impediments, has been a 
| ſufficient illuſtration of this truth Some departure, there- 
fore. in the recommendations of Congreſs, from he federal 
conſtitution was unavoidable; but it will be found to be as 
ſmall as could be reco ciled with the object in view, and to 
be ſupported beſides by ſolid conſiderations of intereſt and 
ſound pylicy. - 

The fund which firſt preſented itfelf on this, as it did on 
a former occaſion. was a tax on imports. The reaſons which 
recommended this branch of revenue, have heretofore been 
ſtated in an act. of which a copy, No 2, is now forwarded, 
and need not be here repeated It will ſuffice to recapitulate, 
that taxes on conſumption are always leaft burdenſome; þe- 
cauſe they are leaſt felt and are. borne too by thoſe who are 
both willing and able to pay them; that of all taxes on con- 
ſomprion. thoſe on foreign commerce are moſt compatible 
with the genius and policy of free ſtates; that from the relative 
poſitions of ſome of the more commercial ſtates, it will be 


impaſſiole to bring this eſſential reſource into uſe without a 


concerted uniformity : that this uniformity cannot be con- 


cerred thiou h any channel ſo properly as through Congreſs, 


nor for any purpoie ſo aptly as for paying the debts of a 


revolution, from which an unbounded freedom has accrued. 


to commerce. 
In renewing this propoſition to the ſtates, we have not | been 


unmindſul of the objections which heretofore fruſtrated the 


unanimous adoption of it. We have limited the daration of 
the revenue to the term of 25 years; and we have left to the 
ſtates themſelves the appointment of the officers who are to 
colle& it. If the ſtrict maxims of national credit alone were 
to be conſulted, the revenue ought manifeſtly to be coexiſtent 
with the object of it, and the collection placed in every reſpect 
under that authority which is to diſpenſe the former, and is 
reſponſible for the latter. Theſe relaxations will, we truſt, 


be regarded on one hand as the effect of a diſpoſition i in Con- 


greſs to attend at all times to the ſeatiments of thoſe whom 
they ſerve. and on the other hand, as a proof of their anxious 
defire that proviſion may be made in ſome way or other for 


an honourable and juſt fulfilmeat of the engagements which 


they haye formed. £2 To 
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To render this fund as productive as poſſible, and at the 
ſame time to narrow the room for colluſions and frauds, it has 


| been judged an improvement of the plan, to recommend a 


liberal duty on ſuch articles as are moſt ſuſceptible of a tax 
according to their quantity, and are of moſt equal and general 
conſumption ; leaving all other articles, as heretofore propoſed, 
to be taxed according to their value. | 

The amount of this fund is computed to be 915,956 dol- 
lars. The eſtimates on which the computation is made. are 
detailed in paper No. 3. Accuracy in the firſt eſſay on fo com- 
plex and fluctuatiog a ſubject is not to be expected It is 


preſumed to be as near the truth as the defect of proper mate- ä 


rials would admit. f 
The refidue of the computed intereſt is 1,500,000 dollars, 
and is referred to the ſtates to be provided for by ſuch funds 
as they may judge moſt convenient. Here again. the ſtrict 
maxims of public credit gave way to the defire of Congreſs 
to conform to the ſentiments of their conſtituents. It ought 
not to be omitted, however, with reſpect to this portion of 
the revenue, that the mode in which it is to be ſupplied, varies 
ſo little from that pointed out in the articles of confederation, 
and the variations. are ſo coriducive to the great object pro- 
poſed, that a ready and unqualified compliance oa the part of 
the ſtates may be the more juſtly expected. In fixing the 
quotas of this ſum, Congreſs, as may be well imagined, were 
guided by very imperfect lights, and ſome inequalities may 
conſequently have enſued. Theſe, however, can be but tem- 
porary, and as far as they may exiſt at all, will be redreſſed 
by a tetroſpect ve adjuſtment, as ſoon as a conſtitutional rule 
can be applied. The neceſſity of making the two foregoing 
proviſions one indiviſible and irrevocable act, is apparent. 
Without the firſt quality, partial proviſion only might be made 
where complete proviſion is eflential ; nay, as ſome ftates 
might prefer and adopt one of the funds only, and the other 
ſtates the other fund only it might happen that no proviſion 


at all would be made: without the ſecond, a ſingle ſtate out of 


-the thirteen might at any time involve the nation in bank- 
ruptcy, the mere practicability of which would be a fatal bar 
to the eſtabliſhment of national credit. Inſtead of enlarging 
on theſe topics, two obſervations ate ſubmitted to the juſtice 
and wiſdom of the Jegiſlatures. Firſt : The preſent creditors, 


er rather the domeſtic part of them, having cither made their 


* - . 4 4 loans 


As 
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9 
loans for a period which has expired. or having become credi- 
tors ia the firſt inftance ĩavoluatarily, are iatitled oa the clear 
principles of juſtice and god faith, to demand the principal 
of ther credits, inſtead of accepting the annual intereſt, - It is, 
seceſſary, therefore, as the principal cannot be paid to them 
on demand, that the iatereſt ſhould be fo effectually and ſatis- 
factorily ſecured, as to enable them, if they incline, to transfer 
their ſtock at its full value. Secondly : If the funds be ſo 
firmly conſtituted as tò inſpire a thorough. and univerſal con- 
fidence, may it not be hoped, that the capital of the domeſtic 
debt, which bears the high intereſt of fix per cent. may be can - 
eelled by other loans obtained at a more moderate intereſt ? 
The ſaving by ſuch an operation, would be a clear one, and 
might be a conſiderable one; As a proof of the neceſlity of 
ſubſtantial funds for a ſupport of our credit abroad, we tefer 
to paper No. 4. | | 
Thus much for the intereft of the national debt: For the 
_ diſcharge of the principal within the term limited, we rely on 
the natural increaſe of the revenue from commerce, on requi- 
ations to be made from time to time for that purpoſe, as cir- 
cumſtances may dictate, and on the proſpect of vacant territory. 
If theſe reſources ſhould prove inadequate, it will be neceſſary, 
at the expiration of 25 years. to continue the funds now re- 
commended, or to eſtabliſh ſuch others as may then be found 
more conventent. . 2 
With a view to the reſourſe laſt mentioned, as well as to 
obviate diſagteeable controverſies and confuſions, Congreſs have 
. included in their preſent recommendations, a renewal of thoſe 
of the 6th day of September and of the toth day of October 
1780. Ia both thoſe reſpects, a liberal and final accommo- 
dation of all interfering claims of vacant territory, is an object 
which cannot be preſſed with too much ſolicitude. | 
The laft object recommended is a conſtitutional change of 

the rule, by which a partition of the common burdens is to be 
made. The expedieney and even neceſlity of ſuch a change 
has been ſuffictently inforced by the local injuſtice and 
diſcontents which have proceeded from valuations of the 
ſoil in every ſtate where the experiment has been made. — 

But how infinitely muſt theſe evils be increaſed, on a com- 
pariſon of ſuch valuations among the the ſtates themſelves !- 
On whatever ſide indeed this rule be ſurveyed, the execution 
of it maſt be attended with the moſt ſerious difficulties. If 
the 


„ 


the valuations be referred to the authorities of the ſeverel 


ſtates, a general ſatisfaction is not to be hoped for: If they 
be executed by. officers of the United States traverſing the 


country for that purpoſe, beſides the inequalities againſt ' 


which this mode would be no ſecurity, the expence wovld 
be both enormous and abnoxious : If the mode taken in the 
act of the 19th day of February laſt, which was deemed on 


the whole leaſt objectiopable, be adhered to, Rill the inſuffici- 


ency of the data to the purpoſe to which they arg to be ap- 


_ plied, muſt greatly impair, if not vtterly deſtroy all confidence 


in the accuracy of the reſult ; not to mention that as far as 
the reſult can be at all a juſt one, it will be indebted for the 
advantage to the principle on which the rule propoſed to be 
ſubſtituted is founded. This 1ule, altho' not free from ob- 
je ctions, is liable to fewer than any other that could be de- 
viſed. The only material difficulty which attended it in the 
deliberations of Congreſs, was 10 fix the proper difference 
between the labour and induſtry of free inhabitants, and 


- of all other inhabitants. 


The ratio ultimately agreed on was the effect of mutual con- 
ceſſions ; ard if it ſhould be ſuppoſed not to correſpond preciſely 
with the fact, no doubt ought to be entertained that an equal 
ſpirit of accomodation among the ſeyeral legiſlatures, will prevail 
againſt little inequalities which may be calculated on one fide 
or on the other. Pur notwithſtanding the confiderce of 


{ _ Congreſs as to the ſucceſs of this propclition, it is their duty 


to recollect that the event may poſſibly diſappoint them, and 
to requeſt that meaſures may ſtill be purſued for obtaining 
and trranſmittivg the information called for in the act of the 
19th of February laſt, which in ſuch event will be eſſential. 
The plan thus communicated and explained by Congreſs 
muſt now receive its fate from their copſtituents. All the 


objects compriſed in it are conceived to be of great impor- 


tance to the happineſs of this ccnfederated republic; are 
neceſſary to render the fruits of the revolution, a full rewzrd 
for the blood, the toils, the cares and the calamities which 
have purchaſed ir, But the object of Which tbe neceſſity 


will be peculiarly felt, and which it is peculiarly the duty of 


Congreſs to incùlcate, is the proviſion recommended for the 


national debt. AJtho? this debt is greater than could have 


been wiſhed, it is ſtill leſs on the whole than could have been 


expected; and when referred to the cauſe in which it has been 


incurred, 


— 


(#3 
incurred, and compared with the burdens which wars of ambi- 
- tion and vain-glory have entailed on other nations. ought ta 


be borne not only with chearfulneſs but with pride, But the 
magnitude of the debt makes no part of the queſtion. It is 


ſufficient that the debt has been fairly contracted and that juſ- 


tice and good faith demand that it ſhould be fully diſcharged. 
Congreſs had no option but between different modes of diſ- 
ebarging it. The ſame option is the only one that can exiſt 
- with the ſtates. The mode which has after long and elaborate 
* diſcuſſion, been preferred. is, we are perſuaded, the leaſt ob- 
- jeQionable of any that would have been equal to the pwr poſe. 
Under this perſuaſion, we call upon the juſtice aud plighted 
faith of the ſeveral ſtates to give it its proper effect, to reflect 
en the conſequences of rejecting it, and to remember _ 
Congreſs will not be anſwerable for them. 

If other motives than that of juſtice could be requiſite on, 
this occaſion, no nation could ever feel ſtronger ; for to whom 
are the debts to be paid? To an aLLy, in the firſt place, who 
to the exer ion of his arms in {ſupport of our cauſe, has added 
the ſaccours of his treaſure; who, to his i important loans, has 
added liberal donations; and whoſe loans themſelves carry 
the impreſfion of his me gnanin. ity and friendſhip. For more 
exe infor mation on this point me refer to paper No. 5. 

To individuals in a foreign country, in the next place, who 
were the firſt to give fo precious a token of their confidence in 
our juſtice and of their friendſhip for our cauſe, and who are 


members of a republic which was ſecond in eſpouſing our 


rank among nations. For the claims and expectations of this 
Claſs of creditors we refer to paper No 6. 

Another claſs of creditors is, that iliuſtriou and patriotic 
band e feil;w citizens, whoſe blood and whoſe bravery have 
defended the liberties of their country, who have patiently 
borne, 2mong other diſtreſſes, the privation of their ſtipends, 
whilſt the diſtreſſes of their country diſabled it from beitow- 
ing them; and who, even row atk no more than ſuch a por- 
tion of their dues as will enable them to retire from the field 
of victory and glory irto the boſom of peace and private citi- 
zenſhip, and for {och effectual ſecurity for the reſidve of their 
claims, as their country is cow unqueſtionably able to provide. 
For a full view of their ſentiments and wiſhes on this ſubject, 
we tranſmit the paper No. 7; and as a freſh and lively inftance 
of their {uperiority to every ſpecies of ſeduction from the paths 
of virtue and of honour, we add paper No. 8. 
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ſach of our fellow citizens as originally.lent ig the public 
he uſe of their ſugds, or have fi:ce manifeſted moſi conſi - 
dence in their cpuntry. by receiving transfers from the 
lenders; and partly of thoſe whoſe property has been ei- 
' ther advanced or aſſumed. for the public ſervice. To diſ- 
eriminate the. merits f theſe ſeveral deſcriptions of cr 
tors would be 2 ut equally unnęceſſ iry and ion 
If the voice. of humanity plead more loudly in favor of 
ſome than of others, the voice of policy, no lefs than of 
Juſtice, pleads i favor of all. A wiſe nation. will never 
permit thoſe, w 0 reliexe the wants of their country, or 
 whiorely, moſt on its faith, its firmneſs, and its reſources, 

when either of them is diftrufied, to ſuffer by the event. 
zet it be 5; repueraberg finally, that it has ever been the 
pric and. 'boaſk of America, that the rights for which ſhe 
cobtended, were the rights of unman pature. By the 
bleffiog of the author of theſe rights. an the meats. exerted 
for their defence, they have prevailed agaioh all oppok- 
toy, and form the. baſis of thirteen. ade th ſtates. 
e occurred r nor gau an inftanee be 


* 
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4 "I 92 * # 4 


| _ ed hereafter to occur, , Which the. 14 
Forms of republican gaverameat.can pretend to fp Fair "of 
opportunity of jufti RE themſelves by * :"*f 
this view the citizens of the United States. — reſponfib!e 
kor the greateli truſt ever conlided;to a palitica ee. 
If joſfice, ood: zieh. honor. 98 1.707 and all the other 
qualities which enoble the character of a nation, and ful- 
fil the ende of Qvernment, bs. he fruits of 777 2 
e , the cauſe of. liberty, Will 1 a dignity and lu 
bit Has; never, yet erjoyed : and an example. will. be 
5 Thick cannot but have the wol favorable.inflience ar 
*the rights of mankind, If on the giber fide, our govern- 
ents ſhould be vafgrtunately blotted with the.reverſe of 
[theſe cardinal and eſſential virtues, the great cauſe which 
We have engaged. to vindicate, will be diſtonared and oy 
trazed; the fal and faireſt experiment in favor of the 
Fights of human nature will be turned »gainft them, an 
oh Patrang, and friends expoſed to he infuled; and Fen- 
cd by ihe votaries of. tyrancy: and uſprpation, -- -, 
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Recommendations to the ſeveral States; 


y the United States in Congreſs aſſembled, 
een FN. 1783. 


Ns. 1 b by Nine Stalet. 
HAI it be recommended to the 88 Rates, fs 
iadiſpe:.ſibly neceNT-ry to the reſtoration of public 
eredit, and to the pundtual and honorable diſcharge of the 
ublic debis, to inveſt the United States in Congreſs aſſem- 
bled, with a power to levy for the uſe of the United States, 


the following duties upon goods imported into the ſais 


Hates from any foreign port, iſland or plantation. 
Upon all tum of Jamaica Proof, f 


per gillun, 4 goths of a dollar. 

Udon all other ſpiritous liquors, 3 g9oths do. 

- "Upon Madeira wiae, in 88 
Upon all other wines, 6 gyoths do, 
Upon common Sehen t tea per lb. 6 90 ha do. 
pon all other teas, ah ww doths do. 
Upon pepper per lb. | 3:90!hs do. 
V pon brown ſugar per Ib. 1 goth dsa. 
Vpon loaf ſugar, 2 90 b do. 
Upon all other ſugars, Pe Mo: * 
Upon molaſſes per gallon, 1 goth do. 
Upon cocoa and col ee per lb. 1 goth do. 


Upon all other goods a duty of five pet cent, ad valorem. 
at the time and place of impcrtation. + 

Provided that none of the ſaid duties ſhall be applied to 
any other purpoſe than the diſcharge of the intereſt er 
5 pripcipat of the debts contracted on the faith of the United 
States, for ſupporting the war, agreeably to the reſolution 
of the 16˙h day of December laft, nor be continued for a 
longer term than 25 years; and provided that the collec- 
tors of the ſaid duties ſhall be appointed by the Rates 
within which their offices are to be reſpectively exerciſed ; 
but when ſo appointed, ſhail be amenable to and remove- 
able” by the United States in Congreſs afſembled, alone ; 
and ia caſe any ſtate ſhall not make ſuch appointment 


within one month after notice given for that purpoſe, the 


appointment may be made by the United States in Con- 
"greſs aſſembled. 

Tbat it be further recommended to the ſeveral Rates, to 
- eſtabliſh for a term limited to twenty-five years, and fo 
appropriate to the diſcharge of the intereſt and principal 

ef che debis contrated on the faith of the Uoited States, 
hy ſupporting the war, ſubRantial and effeQuat revenues 
of Ha gature 45 they may judge moſt convenient, for ſup- 


plying 


— 
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plying their reſpective proportions of one million five hun: 
dred thiufand dollars annually, excluſive of the aſoremen - 
tioned duties, which proportion ſhall be fixed and e quali- 
med from time to time, according to the rule which is or. 
may be preſcribed by the artieles of confederation ; and in, 
| eaſe the revenues effabliſh:d by any flate, ſhall at any 
time yield a lum exceediag i's actual proporijon, the ex- 
ceſs ſhall be refur.ded to it; and in caſe the revenues of 
any Rate ſhall be found to be deficient, the immediate dei - 
ciency ſhall be made up by ſach ſtate with as little delay as 
poſſible, and a future deficiency guarded againſt by an en- 
largement of the revennes eftabliſhed ; provided, that un- 
til the rule of the confederation can be carried into prac- 
tice, the proportions of the ſaid 1,500,000 dollars ſhall ba 
gs follows, viz. OT ; ; 


New Hampſhire $2,708 | Delaware 22,443 
Maffacpuſetts 224,427 | Maryland 141.517 
Rhode I ſl and 32 318 Virginia 256.487 
Connecticut 132 091 | North Carolina 109.006 
New. York 128,243 | South-Carolina 96 183 
. New Jerſey 23 358 | Georgi 16 030 
Pennſylvania 205 189 THE 


The ſaid laſt mentioned revenues to be collected by per- 
ſons appointed as aforeſaid, but to be carried to the ſepa- 
rate credit of the fates within which they ſhall be collected. 

That an annual account of the procesds and appliea - 
tion of all the aforementioned revenues, ſhall be made out 
and tranſmitted to the ſeveral Rates, diſtinguiſhing the pro- 
ceeds of each of the ſpeciſied articles, and the amount of 
the whole revenue received from each flate, together with 

the allowances made. ta the ſeveral officers employed in 


the colleQion of the ſaid revenues. 


That none of the preceding reſolutions ſhall take effect 
natil all of them ſhall be acczeded to by every flate, after 
which unanimous acceflion, however, they ſhall be cocfi- 
deted as forming a mutual compact among all the fates, 
and ſhall be irrevocable by any one or more of them with - 
out the concurrence of the whole, or of a majority of the 
United States in Congreſs aſſembled. „„ 

That as a further mean, as well of kaſtening the ex- 
tinguiſhment of the debts, as of eſtabliſhing the harmony 
of the United States, it be recommended to. the ſtates 
which have paſſed no ads towards complying with the 
reſolutions of Congreſs of the 6:h of September and roth 
&5 Oftober, 17 80, relative to the ceffion of territorial claims, 
do make the liberal ceflions thereia recommended, and to 


a B 2 the 


I 
% 
: 
: 
* 
. 
ng 
1 
} 
pt 
* 
* 
BY 
f 
1 


2 
1 
1 ** 

15 
* 

7 

* 


the Rates which may bave paſſ:d aQs complying with the | 


ſaid reſolutions in part only, 10 reviſe and complear ſuch 


compliance. 


That as a more convenient and crttain rule of aſeertain · 
ing tbe proportions to be ſupplied by the Rates reſpective- 
I to the common treaſury, the following alteration in the 
article of confederation and perpcival uniop, between 
theſe fates, be and the ſame ii hereby agreed to in Con- 


| greſs ; and the ſeveral ſtates are adviſed to zuthoripe their 


reſpective delegates o ſubſcribe and ratify the ſame-az part 
of the ſaid infirument of union, in the word following, to 
* So much of the 8th of the articles of confederaticn and 
werpetua] union between the thirteen Rates of America, as 
Is contained in the words following, to vit. 


All ebarges of war and all other exper ces that 1 
be incurred for the c:mmon defence or general welfare; 


al! be defrayed cut of n common treaſury, which ſhall be 
vpplicd by the ſeveral flates in proportion to the value cf 
all land within each tate grantcd to or ſurveyed for ary 
Perion, as ſuch land and the buildings and improvements 
Thereop, ſhall be eſtimated according to ſuch mode as the 


I zhewed by the United States in Cor greſa 2 ff. mbled, 


Voited States io Congreſs zſecmblec ſhall from time to time 


lire& and appoint,” is hereby revuk:d and made void; 
and in place oer it is declared and concluded, the fame 
Having been agreed to in a Congreſs of the United States, 
that all charges of war and all oiber expences that have 
been or ſhall be incurred for the common defence or gene- 
ral welfare, and allowed by the United States in Congreſs 
aſſembled, except ſo far as ſhall be otherwiſe provided pore 
mall be delrayed out of a common treaſury, which ſhall be 
ſupplied by the ſeveral ſlates in proportion to the whole 
Dumber of white and other free citiz:ne and inhabitants, of 
every age, ſex and condition, inelucing thoſe bound to 
Jervitude for a term of years, and three-fifths of all other 
Was pot comprehended in the foregoing deſcription, ex- 
<epr Indizrs, not paying taxes, in esch Rate; which num- 
ber ſhall be'triennally taken and tranſmitted to the United 
States in Congreſs aſſembled, in ſuch mode as they ſhall 
rr 


[ The Papers referred to in the foregoing Addreſs, are as 
CEE +> - é fel lew ] | | 
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* Eſtimate of the National Debt, 


v 1 Z. 
' [7 ne Dollars, 
Due tothe FirmerGener of Francs, 1 060.000” 
To Iodividuals in France, an uali- 2 
quidated accounts; eſtimated 5 „ 
To che Crown of France, _ | 
ing a Loan of 10 000,000 bor ( 6 
5 „in Holland. and for © 35,200,000 
which France is Guarantee, 
e Dirto, a Joan for 1793. | 6,000,000 


1 


— > ___——— 


38.000,000 
at 5 leres 8 ſous per doi. 7.637.637 


To Ler ders in Holland, received in part 


of the Loan contracted for by Mr. J 67 1,200 
Adam, 1,678 000 Flarins, 8 ä 
Borrowed ia Spaio by Me. Jay, 150,000 
One Year's Jntereft of Dutch Loan of $69.8 
10,000,000 Livres, „ 


Foreign Debt, it January. ible 1.865.665 


Domeſtic Debt. 
n 3 Ofc: Certificates, redu- 1 
2 ced $0 Specie vaine, "y 11,463,802 
Intereſt unpꝛid for 179 ls 190 o 
Nite wha, »; 687 828 
Credit to 1 iu Tres ſuey Hoke 638 042 a 
Atuv Debt to 31 December, 1782, 5.635,618 5 


Us liquidated Dabt, eſtimated at 8 000.00@ 
_ Commuzration to the Army, agree- 
able to the Ad of 22dMacrch laft, 55 e 


822 due to Privates, 50 008 
Dekciencies ia 1783, ſuppoſe 2,000,000 | 
he. | tue. 


Total Debt, 42,000 375 
| Avaual Tatereft of the Debt of the Uaited States. 


On cy ue Debt, part at 4 and w_ 369,038 6 
o the Domeſtic P. Las at 6 per ceut. 2.046 917 4 


| | 42,415.95 
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By the United States . in Congreſs 
* aſſembled. 175 


DECEMBER 16, 1782. 


HE committee, co: filling of Mr, Hamilton, Mz: 
M:difon and Mr F:'z:\inmons, to whem was refer - 
rew the 1-rter of 30:h Noyember, from the hooorable Wil- 
lim Brediord, ſipe ker ef the lower houſe cf :flembly of 
the Rate of Rhode-Iflind, eontaining, under three heads, 
the reaſ»-ns of that ate for refuſing their eompliance 
with the recommendation of Corgreſs for a du: on im- 
ports ard pciz; goods; report, „„ 
That they 'flitter then ſelves the ſtate, on a reconſi- 
deration cf the « bj: Kions they have cffered, with a car did 
attention to the arguments which Rand in oppoſition to 
them, Will be ir duced to retract their diſſent, convinced 
that the meaſure is ſupported on the moſt ſolid grounds 
ef equal juſtice, policy and general nitility. The follow- 
ing cbſcrvations; eontraſted with each head of the obje c- 
tions, ſvec ſſively, will furniſh a ſatisfactory ar ſver to 
the whole,” * | nos 1 
PFirſt obje Sion. That the prepoſed duty would be 
noequal in its operations. bearing hardeſt upon the moſt 
eommercial Rates, and ſo would preſs peculiarly hard 
upon that Rate, which draws its ehief ſupport from eom- 
merce.” | 4-8 eee 
The m>ft common experĩer ce. joined to the concurrent 
opinions of the ableſt commercial aud politieal cbſervers, 
have eſt«bl:ſhed beydt d controverſy this general principle, 
„e that every duiy on imports is incorporated with the 
price cf the commodity. and ultimately p2id by the copſu- 
mer, with a prefit on the dv'y itſelf, as a comper ſation to 
the merchant for the advar c: of his money.” | 
The mercaant conſiders the duty demanded by the tate 
on the imported article, in the ſame light with freight 
cr any ſimilar charge. and adding it to ihe original 
c3R, calculates his profit on the aggregate ſum. It may 
bappen that at particular cor ja: ures, where the oy” 
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ets are overficck:d,. and there | is. 2 competition -. 
"mong the ſellers, this may not be praQtticable ; bur in the 
general courſe of trade the demand for eonſumption prepou- 
gerates, and the merchant can with eaſe indemnify hiaicit, 
and even obtain a profit on the advance. As a comſumer, 
| he pays his ſhare on the duty, but it is no further à bur. 

then upon him. The conſequence of the principle laid 
down is, that every claſs of the community bears its fhare 
ol the duty in proportion to its conſumption, which laſt is 
"regulated by the comparative wealth of the reſpective claſ- 
les, in cor junction with their habi:s of expenee or frugality. 
The rich and luxurigus, pay in proportion to their riches 
and luxury; the poor and par ſimonious, in proportion to 
their pcverty and parſimony. A chief excellence of tbis 

mode of revenue is, that it preſerves a juſt meaſure to the 
abilities of individuals, promotes: frugality, and taxes extra- 

vagance... The ſame reaſonigg in our ſituation applies to 
the intercourſe between two flates; if one imporis,and the 
other does not, the latter muſt. be ſupplied by tbe; former. 
The duty being transferred to the price of the commodity, 
it no more a charge on the importing Rate for what is con - 
ſumed in he other, than it is a charge on the merchant for 
what is conſumed by the farmer or artificer. Either ſtate 
: will only feel the burthen in a ratio to its conſumption, and 


this will be in a ratio to its population and'wealkh. What 


happens between the different claſſes cf the ſame commusi- 
ty internally happens between the two flates; ard as the 


merchant, in the firſt caſe, ſo far from leſing the duty bim- 


ſelf. has a profit on the money he advances for that pu- 
.Poſe ; fo the importing Rate, which, in the ſecond caſe, is 

the merchant with reſpect to the other, is not only reim- 
burſed by the non · im porting fate, hi it hat a like benefit on 

the duty advanced. It is therefore the reverſe ot a juſt po- 
ſition, that the duty propoſed will bear hardeſt on the moſt 
commercial flates ; it will, if any thing, have a contrary 
effect, tho“ not in a ſufficient degree to juſtify an objection 
on the part of the non · importing ſtates. For it is as rea- 
ſonable they ſhould allow, an advance on the duty paid as 


on the firſt colt, freight, or any incidental charge. They 


have alſo other advantages ia the meaſure, fully equivalent 
to this diſadvantage. Over nice and minute calculations, 
ia matters of this nature, are incon ſiſtent with national mea- 


| fares, and in the imperfect ſtate of human affairs, would 


Ragnate all the operations of government. Abſolute eqya- 
Itty is aR% do be attained : to aim at it, is purſuing a ſha - 
Oe | dow 


£ 16 J 


mould find ourſelves wider of the mark, than if in the frf 
infiance we were content to approach it with moderation. 
Second obj-Qion. ** That the recommendation prope - 
ſes to introduce into that zud the other flates, officers un- 
known and unzecountable to them, and fo is agaioft the 
_-eonflitution of the ſtare.” ee ee 


It ie not to be preſumed that the cooflirutian of any Nate 


-e0uld-mean to define and fix the preciſe pumbers zud de- 
ſcriptions of all officers to be permitted in the Nate, excly- 


ding the creation of any ne w ones, whatever might be Ihe 
-neeefity derived from that variety of cireumflanget inki- 
dent to all political inftitutions, The legiflature mul al- 
ways have a diſcretionary power of appointing cflicers, not 
expreſly known to the conſtirution, and rhis power will 
include that of authoriſing the feederal government to 
make the appointments in caſes where the genera] welfate 
tnay require it. The denial of this would prove too mugh; 


.greſs, to appoint all officers in the poſt-cflice, was illegal 
r, nt ETC 

The doctrine advanced by Rhode Iſfand wonld'perhape 
prove alſe that the federal! government ought 10 have the 
appointment of no internal officers Whatever; à poſition 
that would defeat all the proviſions of the confederation, 
and all the purpoſes of the union. The truth is, that no 
ſeederal conflitution can exift without powers that in 
their exerciſe affect the internal police of the component 
members. It is equally true, that no government can 
exiſt without a right to appoint officers for 'thoſe purpoſes 
which proceed from, and concenter in itſelf ; and there- 
Fore the confederatio: bas exprefty declared that Congreſs 
mall have authority to appoint al ſuch * civil cflicers .28 
may be neceſia:y for managing the general affairs of the 
United States under their direQion.”" All that can be 
required is, that the ſœderal government confine its ap - 
pointments to ſuch as it is empowered to make by the ori- 
ginal a& of union, or by the ſubſequent conſent cf the 


— 


parties; unleſs there fh:uld be expreſs words of exclufion 


in the conſtitution of a fiate, there can be no reaſao to 
doubt that it is within the compaſs of legiſlative difcretion 


4 to communicate that authority, 8 8 
| The propriety of doirg it upon the Preſent occaſion, is 


founded on ſubſtantial reatons. 


dow at the experice of the ſabfiance, and in the event we 


to wit; that the 33 dy the confedꝭ ration to Con- 
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The meaſure propoſed is a meaſure of neceſſity. Res 
peated experiments have ſhewn, that the revenue to be 
raiſed den theſe : tates is altogether inadequate to the 

ublic wants, The deficiency can only be ſupplied by 
loans. Our application to the foreign powers, on whoſe 

friendſhip we depend, have had a ſucceſs far ſhort of 

our neceſſities. The next reſource is to borrow from 
individuals. Theſe will neither be actuated by genero- 
ſity nor reaſons of State. Tis to their intereſt alone we 
muſt appeal. To coneiliate this, we muſt not only ſtipu- 
lats a proper e>mpenſation for what they lend, but we 
muſt give ſecurity for the performance. We muſt 
pledge an aſcertained fund; fimple and productive in its 
nature ; general in its priaciple, and at the diſpoſal of A 
fingle will. There can be little confidence in a ſecuri- 
ty under the conſtant reviſal of thirteen different delibe- 
ratives. It muſt, once for all, be defined and eſtabliſhed 
on the faith of the States ſolemnly pledged to each other 
and not revocable by any without a breach of the ge- 
neral compact. 

'Tis by ſuch expedients that nations, whoſe reſources 
are underſtood, whoſe reputations and governments are 
erectod on the f undation of ages, are enabled to obtain 
a ſolid and ex enfive credit. Would it be reaſonable 
in us to hope for more eaſy terms, who have ſo re- 
cently ff. med our rank among the nations P Is it not to 
de expected, that individuals will be cautious in lending 
their money to a people in our circumſtances, and that 
' they will at leaſt require the beſt ſecurity we can give Þ 

We have an enemy vigilant, intriguing, we l acquaint 
ed with our defects and embarraſſments. We may ex- 
pect that he will make every effort to inſtil diffidenees into 
individuals, and in the preſent poſture of our inter- 
nal affairs, he will have two plauſible grounds on which 
to tread, Our neceſſities have obliged us to embrace 
meaſures with reipe to our public credit, calculated te 
inſpire diftruſt, The prepoſſeſlions on this article muſt 
naturally be againſt us, and it is therefore indiſpenſible 


we ſhould endeavour to remove them, by ſuch means as 
Will be the moſt obvious and ſtriking. 


It was with theſe views C ſs determined "a 
5 ongreſs determined on a ge- 


| the one they have recemmended muſt, 
upon a thorough examination, appear to have fewer ins 
ConVenencies than any other, ; 
| Is 


L * 1 


It has been remarked as an eſſential part of the plan, 


that the fund ſhould depend on a ſingle will. This will 
not bs the cafe unleſs the collection, as well as the ap- 
| wa; Np r is under the controul of the United States ; 
or it is evident, that after the duty is agreed upon. it 
may in a great meaſure be defeated by an ineffeQual 
mode of levying it. The United States have a common 
intereſt in an uniform and equally energetic collection; 
and not only policy, but juſtice to all the parts of the 
union, deſignates the utility of lodging the power of mak- 
ing it where the intereſt is common, Without, this it 
might in reality operate as a very unequal tax. 
Third objection. That by granting to Congreſs a 


ower to collect monies from; the commerccof theſe ſtates 
indcfinitely as to time and quantity, and for the expen- 


diture of which they are not to be accountable to the 
Rates, they would become independent of their conſti- 
tuents, and ſo the propoſed impoſt is repugnant to the 
liberty of the United States.“ | 
Acmitting the prineiple of this objection to be true, 
ſtill it ought to have no weight in the preſent caſe, be- 


cauſe there is no analogy between the principle and the 


fact. : £ 


Firſt, The fund propoſed is ſufficiently definite as to 


time, becauſe it is only co-extenſive with the exiſt:nce 
of the debt contracted and to be contracted in the courſe 


of the war. Congreſs are perſuaded that it i as remots - 


from the intention of their conſtituents to perpetuate 
that debt, as to extinguiſh it at once by a faithleſs negle& 
of providing the means to fulkl the public engagements, 
Their ability to diſcharge it in a moderate time, can as 
little be doubted as their inclination, and the moment 
that debt ceaſes, the duty, ſo far as reſpe&s the preſent 
proviſion ceaſes with it. | | 

The refolution recommending the duty, ſpecifies the 
object of it to be the diicharge of the principal and inter- 


eſt of the debts already contrated, or which may be con- 
trated on the faith of the United States for ſupporting 


tas preſent war. 5 
Secondly. The rate per cent is fixed, and it 18 not at 
the option of the United States to encreaſe it. T hough 
the product will vary according to the variations in trade, 
yet 28 there is this limitation of the rate, it cannot be 
properly ſaid to be indefinits as to quantity. By 
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By the confederation, Congreſs have an abſolute dif- 
gretiun in determining the quantum of revenue requiſite 
for the national expenditure, When this is done, no- 
thing remains for the States, ſeparately, but the mode of 
raifing. No State can diſpute he obligation to pay the 
ſum demanded without a breach of the confederation 3 
and when the money comes into the treaſury the appro- 
priation is the exclufive province of the foederal govern- 
ment, This proviton of the confederation (without 
which it would be an empty form) comprehends in it the 
principle in its fulleſt latitude, which the objection un- 
der conſideration - treats as_ repugnant to the liberty 
of the United States, to wit, an indefinitivepower of pre- 
ſcrib:ng the quantity of money to be raiſed, and of ap- 
propriating it when raiſed, | 

If it be faid that the States individually, having the 
collection in their own hands, may refuſe a compliance 
with exorbitant demands, the confederation will anſwer, 
that this is a point of which they have no conſtitutional 
liberty to judge. Such a refuſal would be an exertion 
of power not of right, and the ſame power which could 
diſregard a requiſition made on the authority of the confe- 
deration, might at any time arreſt the collection of the duty. 

The ſame kind of reſponſibility which exiſts with ro- 
2 to the expenditure of the money furniſhed in the 

orms hitherto prictiſed, would be equally applicable to 
the revenue from the imports, | 

The truth is, the ſecurity intended to the general liber- 
ty in the confederation, conſiſts in the frequent eleGion, 
and in the rotation of the members ofCongreſs, by which 
there is a conſtant and an effectual check upon them. This 
is the ſecurity which the people in every ſtate enjoy a- 
gainſt the 1ſurpations of their internal governments; and 
it is the true ſource of ſecurity in a repreſentative repub- 
lic. The government, {o conſtituted, ought to have the 
means neceſſary to aniwer the end of its inſtitution, By 
weakening its hands too much it may be rendered incz- 
Pable of providing for the interior harmony, or-the ex- 
terior defence of the ſtate. ; 

The meaſure in queſtion, if not within the letter, is 
within the ſpirit of the confederation. Congreſs, by that, ' 
— empowered to borrow money for the uſe of the United 
States, and by implication, to concert thy means neceffa- 


2 
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xy to accompliſh the end. But without infifting upon 
this argument, if the confederation has not made proper 
proviſion for the exigencies of the ſtates, it will be at all 
times the duty of Congreſs to ſuggeſt further provifions ; 
and when their propoſals are ſubmitted to the unanimous 
conſent of the ſtates, they can never be charged with exe 
 Ceeding the bounds of th-ir truſt. Such a co::ſdat is the 
bafis and ſanction of the confederation, which expreſsly, 
In the 13th article, empowers Congreſs to agres to and 
ropoſe ſuch additional-provifion. _ 

he remarks hitherto made, have had reference prin- 
Eipally to the future proſecution of the war. There ftill 


remains an intereſting light in which the ſubjo@ ought. 


to be viewed, 


The United States have already contracted debt in 


Europe, and in this country, for which their faith is 
ledgod. The capital of this debt can only be diſcharged 

t degrees; but a fund for this purpoſe, and for payin 

the intereſt annually, on every principle of policy an 


Juſtice, ought to be provided. The omiſſion will be the 


deepeſt ingratitude and cruelty to a large number of 
meritorious individuals, who, in the moſt critical periods 
of the war, have adventured their fortunes in ſupport of 


our independence. It would ſtamp the national charac- 
ter with indelible diſp race. h 


An annual proviſion for the purpoſe will be too precae 
vious. If its continuance and application were certain 


it would not afford compleat relief, With many, the re- 


gular pa; ment of intereſt, by occaſional grants, would 
Juffice ; but with many more it would not. Theſe want 
the uſe of the principal itſelf, and they havs a right to 
it; but fince it is not in our power to pay off the princi- 
pal, the next expedient is to fund the debt and render 
the evidences of 1t negotiable, 1 ; 

Beſides the advantage to individuals from this arrange» 
ment, the active ſtock of the nation would be increaſed 
by the whole amount of the domeſtic debt, and of courſe 
the abilities of the community to contribute to the pub- 
lic wants, The national credit would revive and ftand 
hereafter on a ſecure baſis, 1 8 

This was another object of the propoſed duty. 

If it be conceded that a fimilar fund is noce ſſary, it 
can hardly be diſputed that the one recommended is the 


moſt olitzible. I; bas been already ſhown that it affeRQs 
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tions is only to ſhew, that taxes on poſſc flions, on articles 
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all parts of the community, in proportion to their con- 
ſumption, and has therefore the beft pretonſionto equalie. 
ty. It is the moſt agreeable tax to the people that can be 
impoſed, becauſe it is paid inſenſibly and ſfeerns to be 
Vo untary. 5 5 

It may perhaps be imagined that it is unfavourable ta 


 @ommerce, but the co trary ean eafily be demonſtrated, 


It has been ſeen that it do s not diminiſh the profit of the 
merchant, and of courſe can be no ciminution of his in- 
ducements to trade, It is too moderate in its amount te 

diſcourage the conſumption of imported goods, and cam» 
not on that account abridge the extent of importations, 
If it even had this effect it would be an advantage ts 
commerce by leſſening the proportion of our imports to 


our exports, and inelining the balance in favour of this 


country. | 
The principal thing to be conſulted for the advances 


ment of commerce, is to promote exports. All impedie 


ments to theſe, either by way of prohibition or by ene. 
creaſing the prices of native commodities, decreafing by 
that means their {ale and conſumption at foreign markets, 
are irjurious. Duties on exports have this operation. 
For the ſame reaſons, taxes on poſſe ſſions and the articles 
of our own growth or — whether in the form 
of a land tax, exciſe, or any other, are more hurtful te 
trade than impoſt duties. The tendency of all ſuch taxes is te 
enoreaſe the prices of thoſe articles which are the objeRg 
of exportation, and to enable others to under-ſell us 
abroad. The farmer, if he pays a heavy land tax, muſt 
endeavour to get more for the products of his fa m: the 
mechanic and labourer, if they find the nect ſſaries of lite 
grow dearer by an exciſe, muſt endeavour to exact high- 
er Wages : and theſe cauſes will produce an encreaſe of 
prices v.ithin, and operate againſt foreign commerce. 

It is not, however, to be inferred, that the whole re- 
venus ought to be drawn from imports : all extremes are 
to be rejected. The chief thing to be attended to is that 
the weight of the taxes fall not too heavily in the firſt in. 
ſtance upon particular parts of the community. A judicie 
ous diſtribution to all kinds of taxable property, is a fiſt 
principle in taxation. The tendency of theſe obſerva» 


of our own growth and manufaQure, are more prejudicial 


d trads than duties on imports, 
2 . | The 
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The obſervations which conclude the letter on which 
theſe remarks are made, naturally lead to refleQtions that 
deſerve the ſerious attention of every member of the uni. 
on. There is a happy mean between too much confidence 
and exceffive jealouſy, in which the health and proſperity 
of a ftate conſiſt. Either extreme is a dangerous vice; 
the firſt is a temptation to men in power to arrogate more 
than they have a right to—the latter enervates govern- 
ment, prevents ſyſtem in the adminiſtrations, defeats the 
moſt ſalutary:meaſures, breeds confuſion in the Rate, diſ- 
guſts and diſcontents among the people, and may even- 
tually prove as fatal to liberty as the oppoſite temper. 

It is certainly pernicious to leave any government in a 
fituation of reſponſibility diſproportioned to its power. 

The conduct of the war is intruſted to Congreſs, and 
the public expeRation turned upon them without any 
competent means at their command to ſatisfy the impor. 
tant truſt, After the moſt full and ſolemn deliberation, 
under a collective view, of all the public difficulties, they 
recommend a meaſure which appears to them the corner 
Rone of the public ſafety: they ſee this meaſure ſuſpend- 
ed for near two years—partially complied with by ſome 
of the ſtates, rejected by one of them, and in danger on 
that account to be fruſtrated ; the public embarraſſment: 
every day encreaſing, the diſſatisfaction of the army grow- 
ing more ſerious, the other creditors of the public cla- 
moring for juſtice ; both irritated by the delay of mea- 
ſures for their preſent relief or future ſecurity, the hopes 
of our enemies eneouraged to protraQ the war, the zeal of 
our friends depreſſed by an appearance of rremiſſneſs 
and want of exertion on our part, Congreſs harraſſed, the 

national character ſuffering and the national ſafety at the 
mercy of events. | 

This Rate of things cannot but be extremely painful 
to Congreſs, and appear to your committee to make it 

their duty to be urgent to obviate the evils with which it 
23 pregnant,” | 
Rejolved, That Congreſs agree to the ſaid report. 
| [PAPER 
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An Eſtimate of the Produce of the 
f Impoſt on Imported Articles. 


„ ee the war the exports from Great Britain to 

America were eſtimated at three and a half millions 

ſterling, in which was included tea, ; but there were im- 
ortations from Ireland and Scotland, as well as from 
olland, not included in that eſtimate, It is now tho't 

beſt to eſtimate the imports of all goods from Europe, exe 

cluſive of tea, brandy and wine, at 3,600, oool. fterling, 

at 4/6 per dollar, is 15,555,554 dollars, impoſt of five 
er cent, ad valorem, 777,773 


n 2,000,000 gallons rum and otker ſpirits, 3- the 
e per gallon, . en 2 
100,000 ditta Madeira wine, a | 13,333 30 
600,000 do. other wine, 6 40,000 - 
$60,000 Ub. Bohea tea, | —_ . 20,000 
255 00 do. other teas, = 6,666 
75, 00 cwt. ſugar {including loaf} 5 46,666 
200,000 lib. coffee and cocoa, I 2,222 
2,029,000 gallons molaſſes, 1 22, 223 | 
25.690 
Deduct for Collection, about 8 per cent. 17 594 
Net Revenue upon this eſtimate, 915, 56 
1 There are no preciſe data from which this computation 
Ws gould be made with any degree of certainty, The num. 
70 ber of- inhabitants has governed in part, and the imports 
"IS of particular articles into the port of Philadelphia have 
1 been attened to. 
A The exactitude of the computation is of the leſs con- 
 Ffequence, as the act of the 16:h December, 1782, pro- 


vides, that if the revenue ſhall at any time exceed the 
annual intereſt, the reſidue {hall form a finking fund for. 
the diſcharges of the principal; and if it ſhall be found 
inſufficient, tha ſta:es will be called upon to cnlarge thei 
grants of revenue. 


err Ne, rr. 9 


Extra of a Letter from the Honou- 
rable B. FRANKLIN to che Super- 
intendant of Finance, dated Paſſy, 
December 23, 1782. 


be F laſt order was Jen to furniſh me with 
fix hundred thouſand livres immediately, and L 
was anſwered by M. de V ergennes © that the reft of the 


© fix millions ſhould be * us Nn in the courſe of 
& the year 1783.” 


*<c I prefſed hard for the whole 3 demanded, but was 
told it was impoſhble,” 7 


tte Our people certainly ought to do more for chem - 
ſelves. It is abſurd the pretending to be lovers of liber- 
ty while they grudge payi ng for the defence of it. It is 
ſaid here, that an impoſt cf five per cent. on all goods 

imported, though a moſt reaſonable. propoſition, had not 
been agreed to by all the ftates, and was therefore fruſ- 
trated ; and that your news-papers acquaint the world 
with this, with the non payment of taxes by the people, 


and with the non-payment of intereſt to the creditors ok 


the public. 


The knowledge of theſe "Fe have hurt our eredit 
and the loan in Holland, and would prevent our getting 
any thing here but trom government. The foundation 
. For credit abroad ſh uld be laid at home; and certain 
funds ſhould be prepared and eftabliſhed beterahands 
for the regular ä at leaſt of the intereſt,” 


AL 


thde ſitustion of bis finances w-uld permit. Theſe ai. 
ſuranees obtained the loan of ſix millions ; but the event 


„ 
A Letter from the Honorable the Midiſlir of France, fe 
| the Superintendant of Finance. . : 
Philade/phia, March Is, 1783. 


Fay” 


1 


1 HAVE the ſatisfaction to inform yav, that his ms jeſſ y 

procures for the United States, a loan of fix milſiors, 
to be employed in the war department during the courte 
of the current year. While announce to you this new 
mark of the king's friendſhip for the United States, I 
muſt go into ſome details which relate to your operati- 
ons, and which will inform ye of the motives which 
have induced his majeſty to mak n new effort in txyour 
of hi ales. 9 : 

Duriog the laſt year, ſir, I rendered an account to bis 
msjeſty's miniſters of the order which appeared to me to 
bs introduced into your department, of the re eſtabliſſi · 

ment of public credit, and of the economy which accom- 


| "panied your operations. I added, that I co: ſidered the 


'eflabliſhment of « general revenue for paying the intereſt 
nod pradeal redemption of the principaf of the public 
debt, as extremely probable. The delays and difficul- 
ties of communication would not permit me to wait un- 
til that operation was complented by the different legiſ- 
Tatures, before I declared the wan's of ihe United States 3 
and therefore I undertook to write to the con't de V. r 
geonnees, that the diſpoſition of the people 10 fulfil the 
engagements taken and to be taken by Con greſi, ſeemed 
to me ſufficiently favourable to determine his majeſty to 
lend for the year, new ſuccour to the United States, if 


has proved that | was deceived in the hopes which 1 
thought myſelf enabled to give my court; and the affaire 
of your finances, far from being bettered flnce the month 
of September, the period at which my letters opithis ſub- 
ject were written, have on the contrary gone backward; 
ſo that I perceive no certainty of the reimburſ. went of 
the lums formerly lent, or of thoſe which now are fo. 


Thug, fir, my baſty aflirances have induced his mj - Uy 


to make that advance, and in the moment wheo I @ 

informed of it, I am under the diſagreeable neci fli:y of 

informing bis miniſter, that the hcp:4 1 hed given are 
+ "200 - | vauiſhed, 
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vaniſhed, and that my aſſorances were without founda- 
tion. I will ſay aotbing of the perſonal embarraſſment 
which Il am reduced co by theſe circumſtances; but I will 
take the liberty to obſerve, that the beſt remedy in the 
preſent conjuiCRare is, to take as ſoon as poſſible thoſe 
_ meaſures which were not taken when I announced them. 
The count de Vergennes informs me, ſir, that the fix 
millions are lent to the United States in the ſame manner 
and nnder- the ſame conditions with the ſum which was 
Jent laſt year. That is to ſay, that it ſnould be paid month - 
ly, at the rate of fire hundred thouſand liver per month. 
But as it appears from what you did me the honor to 
's writz on a former occaſion, that you bad anticipated a 
pa t of this ſubſidy. I malt pray you to confider, that the 
firſt months of this year will bave been employed in pay- 


ment of thoſe anticipations, and that it will be proper ſo 


to combine your drafts, as that they ſhall not be preſent- 
ed but at the monthly periods in which the funds are to 
be provided. 8 p « 41; 
I have had the honor to inform you, fir, that this mo- 
ney is lent to the United States to enable them to carry 
on the war, The wiſdom of Congreſs will determine ac- 
cording to cir:umſtances, on the manner of effecting 
that important object, and of compelling the enemy by 
joint efforts to conciude a ſolid and prrmanent peace. 
It remains for me to inform you, ſir, that the King 
was unable to make this laſt eflort without ex reme dit- 
ficulty. I have had the henor to communicate. thoſe 
which oppoſe corfiderable loars. They are ſo great, 
that I am commanded to inform you, in the moſt poſitive 
terms, that it will be impoſſible for tbe king. in any caſe 
whatever, to obtain new advances for Congreſs for the 
next year, As to be refonrces which you may feek 
£\Viewhere than in France, the details contained in thoſe 
letters which 1 had the henor to read to you, will not 
permit a hope of ſucceſs until the United States ſh ll ba ve 
eſtabliſhed a permanent public revenue ; and the delay 
and repugnance with which they proceed in that buſineſs 
de iag known in Europe, the diſpoſition to lend money to 
Cangrets ceaſcs. Lenders place their money elſewhere : 
thole ſpeculations which would have been directed towards 
the United States take a different turn, and it will be (z. 
tremeliy difficult to bring hem back, 


„ b 


1 abſtais from repeating here the other parts of the 
Count de Vergeanes's diſpatches, which I had the honer 
to edmmunicate, becauſe the truths they contain, are 
well known to you, and becauſe they may all be reduced 
to this ſingle poſition, that witheut 2 ſpeedy eflabi ſpment 
of ſolid general revenue, and an exad performance of the 
engagements which Congreſs bave made; you muſ} rencunce 
the expeftation of loans in Europe. 1 

1 am ordered allo, fir, to inform Congreſs, that my 
court expect they will have taken final and ſatisfactory 
meaſures to ſecure payment of the intereſt of the debt 
contracted with his M- jeſiy by the United States; but 
I content myſelf with communicating this circumſtance 
to you, and before announcing it directly to Congreſs, L 
= will a till their preſent embarraſſments ſhall be dimi- 
2, aiſhed. i | | . 5 ; 
From theſe details, fir, you will be able to judge of 
the impcſlibility of negoeiating bills upon your plenipo- 
ten'iaries, beyond the funds which remain free from the 
ſix millions lent this year. It is very clear that ſuch 
bills will not be paid by us; and it is from perfect con- 
Edence in your regularity upon that ſubject, that I ſhall 
aſſure the count de Vergennes, he may be certain no de- 
mand will be made on bim beyond the ſums already 
granted, 4 


IT havs the honor to be, c. 
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The United States in Congreſs 


[ 


5 aſſembled, = 
- To A L L who ſhall fee thele VR ES ENT S8, 
Send GREETING 


WHEREAS Benjamin Franklin, our miniſter 
plenipotsatlary ai the court of Veriaill-s, in purſuance 
of the powers in him veſted, did on the fixteenth day of 
Ju'y, in the year of our Lord one th-uſand ſeven hun. 
dred and eighty-two, with Charles -Gravier de Vergen- 
nes, &c. counſellor of the king in all his eouncils, com- 


wander of his orders, minifter and ſecretary of ſlate, &c, 
veſted wild full powers of His Moſt Chriſtian Maj-ſty 


for the purpoſe, enter into, conclude and ſigo, a contract 
| between His Moſt Chriftian Majefty and the United States 
| of North. America, in the words (following, to wit, 
ACONTRA CT between the King and the 
Thirteen United States of North-America, entered into 
by the Count de Vergennes and Mr, Franklin, 16th 
Jaly, 1583. | w 
T king having been pleaſed to attend to the re- 
'queſts made to bim in the name and on behalf of 


the Uoited Provinces of North - America, for aſſiſtance in 


the war and invaſion under which they had for ſeveral 
years growned ; and his majeity aſter entering into a 
treaty of amity and commerce with the ſaid confederated 
provinces on the 6th of February, 1778, having had the 
gocdne!s to ſupport them, not only with his forces by 


land and fea, but alſo with advances of money, as abun- 


dant as they were effectual, in the critical fituation to 
which their affair» were reduced. It has been judged 
proper and neceſſary to flats exaQly the amount of 
| Thoſe advances, the conditions os which the king made 


them, the periods at which the Congreſs of the United 3 


States have engaged to repay them to his majiſty's royal 
treaſury, and in fiae, to ſtate this matter in ſuch a way 
as for the future to prevent all difficuities capable of 


interrupting the good harmony which bis mojeſly is 


reſolved to maintain and preſerve between him apd the 
7 f 5 » > . . 4 0 = ; 3 faig * 
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{aid United states. For executing ſo laudable a pur- 
poſe, and with a view to ſtrengthen the bands of amity 
and cemmerce which ſubſiſt between his mijeſty and the. 
ſaid United States; we, Charles Gravier de Vergennes, 

c. counſellor of the king in all his councils, commander 

of his orders, miniſter and ſecretary of ate, and of his 
commands and finances, veſted with full powers of his 
= mojeſty to us given for this purpoſs : and we, Benjamin 
Franklisz miniſter plenipotentiary of the United States 


e North-America, in like manner veſted with full pow- 


5 ers of the Cougreſs of the ſaid ſtates for the preſent 


f 7 purpoſe; after duly commuocicating our reſpective pow- 
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ers, have agreed to the following articles: 


n 

” Bm ARTICLE I. 5 

*  -* lt is agreed and certifi:d, that the ſums advanced by 

4 dis majeſty to the Congreſs of the United States, under 

s de title of a loan in the years 1778, 1179, 1780, 1781, 
And the preſent 1782, amount to the frm of eighteen 

million of livers, money of France, according to the fol- 

e | = lowing twenty-one receipts of the aborementioned under 

o > written miniſter of Congreſs, given ia virtue of Ris full 

h powers, to wit; > 125 5 E 249 
1 28 February, 1778 750, eos 

„ 2 19 May, ©< - 730 000 

f 2 3 Auguſt, +» <= 950,000 

n 4 1 November, : = 759,000 

1 Wes | 3.000, 

21 1 | 

d 8 10 June, 1779. 2 259,000 

© * 6 16 September, - ©» « 250,000 

y 1 . 4 October, * = 250,000 

a : {24 8 21 December, ä 2 = 2 250, 000 

I We | , ooo, oo. 

k 9 29 February, 17865, „ 35%, %,fůVd 

8 10 23 May, e 750 000 

1 ii 21 June, 22 750,000 

k = I2 F October, - - > 750 000 

7 13 27 November, - — » T,000,000 

5 . k, ; —.— 4e 00 oc 

x nr | | 5 ä 

6 e February, 178, = 5% % _- 
| | 5 Ee 15 15 May, 


130) 


R 3 te tw 750.000 
16 15 Auguſt, En „„ 750 O0 
17 1 duguſ t... 1 000 000 
28 15 November, 35 750. / | 
15 | . $f —.— 4, 000 000 


-  3.500,000 
1, 50Q o 

3 000 000. + _ 
a—_ 0,000, $00 


29 10 April, 17825, 3 
20 1 July. "a. - * = 
ar +5 of the ſame month, 


Amouyntiag in the whole to eighteen millions, viz 18 000,000 

By which reccipts the laid miniſter has promiſed in 
ehe name of Coagreſs, and in behalf of the thirteen 
Uaited States, to cauſe to be paid and reimburſed to 
the royal treaſury of his m- jeſly, on the xt of Jauvuary, 
1988, at the honſe of his grand banker at Paris, tbe 
ſaid ſum of eighteen millions money of France, with 


ef 


intereſt at five per cent, per annum. 
ARTICLE Ib 


Conſidering that the payment of ſo large a. capital at 
the one ſtipulated period the firſt of Janus y, 1788, 
may greatly irjure the finances of the Corgreſs of ihe 
United States, and it may perhaps be even impracticable 
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ou that footing, his mrjefty has been pleaſed for that 


reaſca to recede in that reſpe& from the tenor of the 
receipis. which the miniſter of Congreſs has given for 


ihe eighteen million livers touruois, mentioned in the | 
foregoieg article, and has confented that the payment 


of the capital in ready money at the royal ireaſury, be 
in twelve equal payments of 1, 500, ooo livers each, and 
in twelve years only, to commence frem the third year 
aſter e peace, _ R 


ARTICL E II. 


Alibhough the receipts of the-miniſter of the Congreſs | 
of the United States ſpecify, chat the eighteen million 1 
livers above mentioned, are to be paid atibe royal trea.. | 


ſary, with intereſt at five per cegt. per annum. 


ke 2 preſent of, and 10 forgive the whole 
WE TS 710 | | inteief] 


His ma- 
zeſty beivg-williog"to give the ſaid United States a new | 
Preof of bis affection and friend ſhi p. has been pleaſed to | 
arrears of | 


Alt 
14nd, | 
Finces 


| paſſed 


ma3jell 
his M 
thelef 
loan 1 


of the 
* capite 
| of ten 


Uaite« 
the ſai 
greſs | 


vo 


.(-3r ) 
intereſt to this day, and from tbence to the day of the 
date of the treaty of pesee ; a favor which the mitiſter 
of the Congrels. of the United States acknowledpes to flow 
from the pure bounty ef the king, and which be accepts 


ia the name of the ſaid United States with perfound aud 
lively acknowledgements, = b ia. 


AKT 1 CLE ... 


The payment of the ſaid eighteen millions of lieres 
tournois, ſhall be in ready money at the royal treaſury 
of his majefly at Paris, in twelve equal parts, and at the 
terms ſtipulated in the above ſecond article. The inter - 
eſt of the ſaid ſum at five per cent. per annum ſhall. com- 
mence with the date of the treaty of peace, and ſball be 
paid at every period of the partial payments of the capital, 
and ſhall diminiſh in proportion with the payment. The 
Cengreſi of the ſaid Uaited States being left, however, 
at liberty to free themſelves ſooner from this oblipation 


= dy anticipated pay ments, in caſe the ſtate of their finan- 


* £5 J 
- ces will admit. 
1 8 mlt. 5 
1 * 
Ag 


> . 


Although the loan of five millions of florian of Hol. 
and, agreed to by the States General of the United Pro- 
vinees of the Netherlands, on the terms of the obligation 


= paſſ:d on the 5th of November, 1781, between his 


majeſty and the (aid. States General, has been made in 
his Majeſty's name and guaranteed by bim; it is never- 
theleſs acknowledged by theſe prefents, that tho ſaid 
loan was made in reality on accoant and tor the ſerviee 


of the United States of North-America, and that the 
capital, amounting at a woderate valuation to the ſum 
| of ten millions livres tournois, has been paid to the ſaid 


Uaited States, agreeably to a receipt for the payment of 
the ſaid ſam, given by the underſigned miniſter of Con · 
greſs the ſeventh day of June laſt. | 


ARTICLE Vi. 


By the convention of the ſaid th of November, 1737. 


| the ki g has been pleaſed 10 promiſe andengage to furniſh 


and pay at the general counter of the States General of 
the Netherlands, the capital of the ſaid loan, with the 
1 | iatereſt 
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Intereſt at four per cent. per annum, without any charge 

- deduction 8 the leaders, fo that the faid ca. 
pital ſhall be wholly repaid after the ſpace of five years, 
the payments to be made in ten equal periods, the-Grft 

of which to commenee the ſixth year from the date 

of the loan, and afterwards from year to year to the final 
yment of the ſaid ſam ; but it is in like manner ac- 
[owledged by this act, That this engagement was entered 
into by the king at the requeſt of the underſigned miniſter 

of 4e nest tes and on the promiſe by him made in the 
name of Congreſs, and on behalf ef the thirteen Uaſted 
States, to cauſeto be reimburſed and paid at the royal trea- 
ſury of his majeſty at Paris,the capital intereſt and colt af 

the ſaid loas, according to the conditions and terms fixed 

by the ſaid convention of the gih of November, 1781. 


* 


ARTICLE VII. 


It is necordingly agreed and ſettled, that the ſum of 
tan willion livers tournois, being by a moderate compu | 
tation the principal of the loan of five millions of Hol. 
land florins abovementioned, ſhall be reicburſed, and 
paid in ready money at the royal treaſury of his majeſ- 
ty at Paris, with the intereſt at four per cent, per annum, 
In ten equal payments of one million each, and in ten 
terms, the firſt of which ſhall be on the 5th of Novem- 
ber, 1597, the ſecond; the 5'h of November, 1788. and 
fo ſcom year to year till the final paywent of the ſaid 
- fam of ten millions, the intereſt leſſening in proportion 
with the partial payments of the capital. But in con- 
- Tequence of the king's aﬀf:Qion for the United States, 
His majeſty has been pleaſed to charge himſelf with 
the expence of commitiſions and bank for the ſaid loan, 
of which expences his majeſty has made a preſent to the 
U aitedStores, and this their under Goned minifter accepts 
with thanks in the name of Congreſs, as anew proof of his 
majeſty's generoſity and friendſhip for the ſaid Unitedsia:es. 


ARTICLE Vil. 


With regard to the intereſt of the ſaid loan durisg the 
re years preceding the firſt term of payment of the 
Ceapical, as the king has engaged to pay it at the geber! 
counter af the States General of the Netherlands, at the 
counting 

ſtom 


rate of fone per eint. yearly; and every. year, 


4» 


States, 


"from the «th of November, 5 according to the convention 
of that day, the miniſter of Congreſs acknowledges that the 
re-payment of that is due to bis majeſty by the United 
and he evgages in the name of the ſaid United States, 
to cauſe payment thereof to be made, at the ſame time and 
at the ſame rate at the royal tieafury of his majeſty; the 
firſt year's intereſt to be paid the 5th of November, next, 
and ſo yearly during the five years preceding the firſt term 
for the payment of the capital, fixed as above on. the 5th 


of November, 1787. 


The high contracting parties reciprocally bind themſelves 


to the faithful obſervance of this contract, the ratifications 


of which ſhall be exchanged in the ſpace of nine. months 
from this day, or fooner if poſſible, = 


In teſtimony whereof, we the ſaid plenipotentiaries of His 
Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, and of the thirteen United States 
of North-America, in virtue of our reſpective powers, have 
ſigned theſe preſents, and thereunto fixed the ſeal of our 
Arms. 

Done at N the ſixteenth. day of July, one 
- thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-two. 


GRAVIER ps VERGENNES, (L. 8.) 
B. FRANKLIN. (L. S.) 


NOW KNOW YE, That we the ſaid United States 
in Congreſs aſſembled, impreſſed with a' molt lively ſenſe of 
the generoſity and affection manifeſted by His Moſt Chti- 
ſtian Majeſty in the above contract, have ratified and con- 


firmed, and by theſe preſents do ratify and confirm the ſaid 


conttact, and every article and clauſe thereof. And we do 
hereby empower our miniſter plenipotentiary at the court of 
Verſailles to deliver this. our act of ratification, in exchange 
for the ratification of the ſaid contract on the part of His 


Moſt Chriſtiaa Majeſty. 


In teſtimony whereof, we have naked our ſeal to' be 
hereunto affixed. Witneſs his Excellency ELIAS 
BOUDINO T, Preſident, this twenty ſecond day of 
January, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty three, 
and of our ſovereignty aud independence the ſeventh, 
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if IT The CONTRACT entered into by the. Honorable goon 
wy J. ADAMS, in behalf of the United States, with | 


V 

Sundries, for a loan of five millions of Florins. . 

| TRANSLATION fromthe PUT CH. | that 
= | Minuted on a Seal of 48 Stivers, | ; Be. 
1 Signed) | | thus 
Van Horx, Notar. | dred 

N the 11th day of June, in the year one . be re 
ſeven hundred and eighty- two, appeared before me, the | 
Pieter Galenus Van Hole, notary of Amſterdam, admitted ſhall 
by the honourable court of Holland. ſpac 
The honourable John Adams, eſquire, miniſter plenipo- | A 
temiary on the part of the United States of America, by ward 
their High Mightineſſes the Lords States General of the ſhall 
United Netherlands, &c, &c. in quality, as eſpecially qua- the f 
lifed and authoriſed by the abovementioned ſtates of Ame- ; acco 
rica in Congreſs aſſembled, for and in behalf of the ſaid | acco 
ſtates of America, to raiſe a loan with any perſon or per- T 
ſons, flates or companies, with ſubjoined aſſurance in good by d 
faith to ratify and fulfil all that ſhall be done in this re- at th 
ſpect by him, honourable appearer, according to authentic man! 
copy and tranſlation of the original commiſſion or power 33 
exhibited to me, notary, and depoſited in my cuſtody, in T 
behalf of the joint money lenders. - of th 
The honourable appearer reſiding in the Hague, but being houſ 
now in this city. | at ſo 
And the honourable appearer acknowledged himſelf in his vert 
aforeſaid quality, and thus in the name and in behalf of the 1 
above-mentioned ſtates of America, to be duly and lawfully Will 
indebted to and in behalf of ſundry perſons, or money-lenders, and 
in all a ſum of one million of guilders, Dutch current money, by t 
ariſing from and on account of ſo much ready money received able 
by him honourable appearer, in his aforeſaid quality, to his T 
perfect ſatisfaction, from the ſaid money-lenders, in conſe- 3 
quence of the receipt hereafter mentioned, to be ſigned by of * 
the honourable appearer, under the nnemic copies bereof, ex- * 


| preis}z and formally diſayowing the excuſe of untold monies. 


. 

And the honourable appearer promiſed, in his aforeſaid 
quality, to repay in this city the faid ſum of one million of 
guilders, free from all cofts, charges and damages, to tlie 
abovementioned money lendefs, or their aſhgns, at the ex- 
piration of fifteen years aftet the 1ſt day of June, 1782; and 
that in the following manner, to wit, 

That the abovementioned capital ſhall remain fixed during 
the ſpace of ten years, and that with the eleventh year, and 
thus on the firſt day of Jnne, 1793, a fifth part or two hun- 
dred thouſand guilders of the ſaid capital of one million, ſhall 
be redeemed, and in the ſame manner from year to year until 
the iſt day of June, 1797, incluſive, ſo that the whole capital 
ſhall be redeemed and giſchar ged within the abovementioned 
ſpace of fifteen years. 

And that for ſaid capital, at firft for the whole and after- 
wards for the reſidue, at the expiration of every year, intereſt 
ſhall be paid, at the rate of five percent. in the year commencing 
the firſt day of June, 1482, and to continue uniil the final 
accompliſhment, and that en caupons to be ſigned by or ior 
account of ſaid honourable appearer in his aforeſaid quality. 


That the abovementioned redeeming ſhall be performed 


by drawing in preſence of a notary and witneſſes ia this city, 
at the expiration of the firſt mentioned ten years, in ſuch a 


manner that the Nos: of the obligations drawn ſhall be by 
times made known in the public papers. 

That the payment of the intereſls, as alſo the redeeming 
of the reſpective periods, ſhall be made at the compting- 


| houſes of the hereafter mentioned gentlemen, directors, or 


at ſuch other places within this city, as ſhall likewiſe be ad- 
yertifed in the public papers. 

That the directors of this negociation ſhall be meſſi'rs. 
Wilhelm et -Jan Willink, Nicolaas et Jacob Van Staphorſt 


and de la Lande et Fynje, merchants of this city, who are 


by theſe preſents, thereto named and appointed by the he nor- 
able appearer in his aforeſaid quality. 


The honorable appearer promiſing and engaging, in the 
names of his conſtituents, that the amount of the intereſts and 
of the redeemings to be made from time to time of the ſaid 
capital, ſhall be in due time remitted to the aforeſaid gentle- 
men directors, their heirs or ſucceſſors, in good bills of 

exchange, 
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exchange, American products, or in ready money, without 
any abatemeat or deduction whatſoever. 5 . | 

That this obligation ſhall never be ſubject to any impoſt 
or taxes already laid or in time to come to be laid in t he 
ſaid United States of America, even in caſe (which God 
forbid) any war, hoſtilities or diviſions ſhould ariſe between 
aforeſaid United States or any of them, on the one fide, and 
the ſtates of theſe lands on the other, that the payment of 
the capital or iatereſts of this obligation can in no wiſe nor 
under any pretext whatſoever be hindred or delayed. 


The honourable appearer in his aforeſaid quality, promiſing 


and enpaging, moreover, for and in the names of the ſaid 
United States, that there ſhall never be made by them or on 
their parts, or any of them in particular, any convention or 
treaty, public or private, at the making of peace or otherwiſe, 
by which the validity and accompliſhment of theſe preſents 
might be prejudiced, or whereby any thing contrary thereto 
might be ſtipulated, but that without any exception the con- 
tents hereof ſhall be maintained in full force. | 
The honourable appearer in his aforeſaid quality likewiſe 
promiſes, engages and binds himſelf by theſe preſents, that 
this engagement ſhall be ratified and approved as ſoon as 
poſſible by ſaid United States in Congreſs aſſembled, and 
that authentic copy tranſlation of ſaid ratification with the 
original ſhall be depoſited in cuſtody of me, notary, to be 
there kept with ſaid authentic copy tranſlation of the com- 
miſſion or power of him honourable appearer, and the engroſſ- 
ed hereof, for the ſecurity of the money lenders, until the 
. abovementioned capital and intereſts as aforeſaid ſhall be re- 
deemed and paid off. Pins | 
And there ſhall be made of this act (as the honourable 
appearer in his aforeſaid quality conſents) above and beſides 
the abovementioned engioſſed one thouſand authentic copies 
which ſhall be of the ſame force and value and have the ſame 
effect as the engroſſed one, under every one of which copies 
ſhall be placed a receipt of one thouſand guilders Dutch cur- 
rent money, either on name or in blank, at the choice of 
the money lenders, to be ſigned by him honourable appearer, 
add which receipts ſhall be reſpectively numbered from 
No. 1 to 1006 incluſive, and counterfigned by abovementioned 
gentlemea directors, and duly atteſted by me, notary, as a 
teſtimony that ao more than one thouſand obligations are 
| | | numbered 


Cal 


3 


($9 ) 
zambered in virtue of this act. All which authentic copies, 


with the receipts there under placed, ſha 
of the capital be reftored by the bearers: 


Oa failure of prompt payment as well of the capital, as of 
the intereſts at the appointed periods, the capital or reſidue 
thereof may be demanded by the gentlemen directors in be- 
half of the money lenders, who ſhall be then intereſted there- 

in, and the aforeſaid principals aud committents of him, hon- 
ourable appearer, ſhall in that caſe be held and bound ta 
redeem and diſcharge immediately in one ſum the remaining 
capital with the intereſts and charges. 


1] at the redeeming 


* 
Ly 


For the accompliſhment and performance of all the above 
written, the honourable appearer binds in his aforeſaid quality, 
and thus in tae names and on the part of the abovementioned 5 f 
United States of America, the ſaid United States of America 
jointly and each of them in particuiar, together with all their YN 
lands, chattles, revenues and products, together with impoſts 
and taxes already laid and raiſed in the 2 or in time to 
come to be laid and raiſed, and thus of all the United States 
of America jointly and of each of the ſame in particular for 
the whole. | 
He the honourable appeater renouncing, in the names as | 
| above, for that purpole expreſsly beneficium diviſionis as like- 
| wife de duobus vel pluribus reis debendi, ſignifying a retribu- | 
tion of debts, and that when two or more are indebted, each | 
of them can ſatisfy with the payment of their portion; the 
honourable appearer promiſing in his aforeſaid quality, never 


J to have recourſe to the ſaid or to any other evaſions whatſo- | 
- ever. : 3 f 3 
| This being paſſed (after tranſlation into Engliſh was made . 
5 hereof, and which likewiſe is ſigned by the honourable appear- þ 
8 er, and depoſited in the cuſtody of me the ſaid notary) with; 's 
2 in Amſterdam aforeſaid, in the preſence ef Dae? Ye 'A 
K GIibiox Vie rox et [ 1 3k 41 | 
: Coauzris Marcaant, . 1 
by Coll: 5 : | 
| Faithfully tranſlated from the Dutch, Amſterdam, 
* this 17th day of June, 1782. Ek : 
: - JOANNES VERGEEI. L. Son. 


ſworn tranſlator. 
. | No. 1. There 
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There are four others of the ſame tenor and date, number- 
ed 2, 3. 4. 5, making in the whole five. millions guilders ; 
and each of the. ſaid contracts is ratified by Congreſs, and 


by their order endorſed as follows: 


BE it remembered that the five ſeveral contracts or engage- 
ments entered into by the honourable John Adams, eſquire, 
miniſter plenipotentiary of the United. States of America, to 
their High Mightinefſes the Lords the States General of the 
United Netherlands, in behalf of the faid United States, 
bearing date the eleventh day of June in the year 1782, and 
purporting to be fecurities each of them for the payment of 
a million of guilders, Datch current money, by the United 
Stares to certain money lenders under the negociation of 


meſſrs. Wilhelm and Jan Willink, Nicolaas and Jacob van 


Staphorſt and de la Lande and Fynje, merchants in Amſter- 
dam, were read in Congrels, approved and ratified, and the 
ſame are hereby ratified and declared obligatory oa the ſaid 
Vaited States. 1355 


Done in the State-Houſe, at Philadelphia, by the 
United States of America in Congreſs aſſembled. 
the fourteenth day of September, in the year of 


Independence. 


JOHN HANSON . preſident, 


PAPER 


our Lord 1782, and in the ſeventh year of our 
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To the United States in Congreſs 
aſſembled. | 


The Addreſs and Petition of the Officers of the 
| Army of the United States. 


HumBLY SHEWBTH, 


HAT we, the officers of * army 4 the United 
States, in behalf of - ourſelves and our bretheren the 
ſoldiers, beg leave, with all proper deference and reſpect, 
freely to ſtate. to Congreſs, the ſupreme power of the United 
States, the great diſtreſs under which we labour. 

At this period of the war it is with pecnliar pain we find 
outſelves conſtrained to addreſs your auguſt body, on matters 
of a pecuniary nature. We have ſtruggled with our uiffieulties 
year after year. under the hopes that each would be the laſt; 
but we have been diſappointed, We find our embarraſſments 
thicken ſo faſt, and have become ſo complex, that many of 
us are unable to go further. In this exigence we apply te 
Congreſs for relief, as our head and ſovereign. 

To prove that our hardſhips are exceedingly diſpropor- 
tionate to thoſe of any other citizens of America, let a re- 
currence be had to the paymaſter's accounts, for four years paſt. 
If ro this it ſhould be objected, that the reſpective ſtates 
have made ſettlements and given ſecuiities for the pay due, 
for part of that time, let the preſent value of thoſe nominal 
obligations be aſcertained by the monied men, and they will 
be found to be worth little indeed; and yet, triſling as they 
are, many have been under the ſad neceſſ'y of parting with 
them, to prevent their families from actually ſtarviog. 

We complain that ſhadows have been offered to us, while 
the ſubſtance has been gleaned by others. 

Our ſituation compels us to ſearch for the cauſe of our ex- 
treme poverty, The citizens murmur at the greatneſs of 
their taxes, and are aſtoniſhed that no part reaches the army. 
The numerous demands between the fiiſt collectors and the 
ſoldiers, ſwallow up the whole. 


Our 


Our diſtreſſes are now brought to a point. We have 
borne all that men can bear our property is expended— 
our private reſvurces are at an end- and our friends are 
wearied out and diſguſted with our inceſſant applications. 
We therefore moſt ſeriouſly and earneſtly beg, that a ſupply 
of money may be forwarded to the army as ſoon as polkble. 
The uneaſineſs of the ſoldiers, for want of pay, is great and 
dangerous; any further experiments on their patience may 
have fatal effects. | | 

The promiſed ſubſiſtence or ration of proviſions, conſiſted 
of certain articles ſpecified in kind and quantity. This ration, 
without regard, that we can conceive, to the health of the 


troops has been frequently altered, as neceſſity or conveni- 


ency ſuggeſted, generally loſing by the change ſome part of 
its ſubſtance. On an average, not more than ſeven or eight 
tenths have been iſſued ; the retained parts were, for a ſhort 
time, paid for; but the buſineſs became troubleſome to thoſe 
who were to execute it. For this, or ſome other reaſons, all 
regard to the dues, as they reſpected the ſoldiers, has been 
diſcontinued (now and then a trifling gratuity excepted.) As 

theſe dues reſpected the officers, they were compenſated dur- 
ing one year and part of another, by an extra ration; as to 
the retained rations, the account for ſeveral years remains un- 


ſettled ; there is a large balance due upon it, and a con- 


ſiderable ſum for that of forage. 

The cloathing was another part of the ſoldiers hire. The 
arrearages on that ſcore, for the year 1777, were paid off in 
continental money, when the dollar was worth about four- 
pence ; the arrearages for the following years, are unliquidated, 
and we apprehend ſcarcely thought of, but by the army, 
Whenever there has been a 'rea] want of means, any defect 
in ſyſtem, or neglect in execution, in the departments of the 
army, we have invariably been the ſufferers, by hunger and 
nakedneſs, and by Janguithing in an hoſpital. 

We beg leave to urge an immediate adjuſtment of all dues 
that, as great a part as poſſible, be paid, and the remainder 
put on ſuch a footing as will reſtore cheerfulneſs to the 
army, revive Confidence in the juſtice and generoſity of its 
conſtituents, and contribute to the very deſirable effect of re- 
eſtabliſhing public credit. | | 

We ate prieved to find, that our brethren, who re- 
tired from 1 ryice on half pay, under the reſolution of 
Congreſs 
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_ #11} a mode for immediate redreſs. | 
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Congre?s in 1730, are not only deftituve of any effectual 


proviſion, but are beeome ihe objects bf obloquy. Their 
condition has 4 very diſeoutaging aſpet on us, whe muſt 
focner or later retire, and from every eonfideration of juſ- 


ice, gratitude and policy, demands attention and redreſe. 


We regard the act of Congreſs reſpetting half pay, as am 
honoerable and juſt recompence for ſeveral years hard ſer- 
vice, in which the health and fortimes of the officers have 
deen worn down and exhavfted. We fee with chagrin the 


_ edious point of view, in which the citizens of too many ef 


the ſtates endeavour to place the men entitled to it, Wa 
hepe, for the honour of bumen nature, that there are none 
ſo bardened in the fin ef ingratitude, as to deny the juſtice 
of the reward; We have reaſon to believe, that the odjecti- 


on generally is againſt the mode only. To prevent there- 


fore, any alterantions and diff inctions, wbiek may tend to 


 Injure that harmony which we ardently defire may reign, 
throughout the community, we are willing to commute the 


kult pay pledged, for fill pzy, for a certain number of years, 
er for a ſum in groſs, as ſhall be agreed to by the committee 
ſent with this addreſs. And in this we pray, that the diſ- 
abied officers and ſoldiers, with the widows and orphans af 
thoſe, who have expended, or may expend their lives in the 
ſerviee of their country, may be fully comprebended. We 
zIſo beg, that ſome rode may be pointed out for the eventyu-- 
al payment of thoſe foldiers, who are the ſubjects of the 
reſolgtion of Congreſs, of the 13th May, 1778... 
Te the repreſentation now made, the army have not a doubt 
thar Congreſs will pay all tbat attention; which the ſerious 
nature ot it requires, It would be criminal in the offiecrs to 
#on:zeal the general. diſſatisfaction which prevails, and is 
gaining ground in the army, from the prefſure of evils and 
>X:juries, which, in the courſe of ſeven long years, bave made 


| their eongition, in many inſtances, wretched. They there- 
fore enttest, that Congreſs, to convince the army end the 


world, that the independence of America ſhall not be place 
en the ruin of ary pertieulzr claſs of her citizens, will point 
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N KNOX, M. General, 


JOHN PAT1ERISCN, B. General,  Oa the part of he 
J. GREA1ON, Colonel, | | 


JOHN CRANE, Colonel, 
X. MAXWELL, Lieut, Colonel, 


J. HUNTINGTOR, B. General, 


a Mafachufetts | lize, 


M. SWIFT, Colonel, On the part of the 
SAMULL B. WEB8S, Colonel, Connecticut lize. - 


E. een, Lt. Solonel, 


v. CORTLANDT, Colonel, | 9 


New. Jericy linge. 


w ILLIAM SCOTT, Mejor, Hampſaire line. 


O th 5 1 be 
w. EUSTI8, Nofpita! e neal belkin. L e 


NOE HAZEN, Brigadicr-Geucral, 


Cantoamrat,. — 5 River, December, rolls 


On the part of the | 


On the part of the Newe © 
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le AP ER, No. VIII. 

Extract of a Letter from His Excel- 
lency Gen. WASHINGTON, dated 
Head- Quarter, March 12, 1783. 


W e 


II is with inexproſfible concerk I make the following 
report w your excelleney :—— Two days ago, znoni- 
mous papers. were circulated in the army, requeſting u feng · 
ral meeting of the officers on the nent day. A copy of ons 
of theſe pap:rs is encloſed, No. 1. | | 


% About the ſame time another avonimous paper, pur- 
portiag to be an addreſs to the officers of the army, wes band- 


ed about in a elandeſtine mazner,—A copy of this is marks. 


ed No. „ > EY 


Ta prevent any precipitate and dangerous reſolutions 


from being taken at this perilaus moment, while the paſſi-_ 


ons were all inflamed ; as ſoon 28 theſe things came to wy 
knowledge, the nent morning, I iTued the encloſed order, 
No. 3. And in this fitzation the matter now reſts. 


Since writing the foregoing, another ami paper 


da: been put in circulation, a eopy of which is easloſed, No. 45 
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1 ER (No. 1. 
MEETING of the general a. field ofkecrs is requeſt- 


o lock. A eommiſkonzd officer from esch company is ex- 
pected, and x delegate from the medicel fiaff The ot ject of 


this convention, is fo covfiter the late letter from our repte- 


 ſentatives in Philsdelphis; and what meaſures (+ any) hend 


be adopted, te obtain that redreds of grievancs hier N 
ſeem to have ſolleited in vais. N ; 


(Ne. 2) 


Nea the pudlic building, on Teeſdey next, at eleven - 


” ©. 


(4). 
(No. a.) | 
Vo the OFFICEES of the ARMY. 
Gentlemen, 


A fellow ſoldier, whoſe intereſt and affectiens bind u 


ſtrongly io you, whoſe paſt ſufferings have been as great, and 
beg leave to addroſs you. - ES 

Age has its claims, and ravk js not without its preteyfions 
to adviſe : but, though unſupported by both, he flanters 
bimſelf, that the plain language of ſiacerity zad experience 
will neither be unheard ner unregarded, ' © © 


Like many of yeu, be loved private life, and left it with 


xegret. He leſt it, determined to retire from the field, with 
the neceſfity that callad bin to iz, and not till they—Not till 
the enemies of his country, the ſlaves of pewer, and the bie- 
kings of injuſtice, were compelled io abandon their feheras, 
and acknowledge America as terrible in arms s ſhe had been 
umble io remonſtrance. Wich this object in view, he bas 
long ſhared in your toils, and mingled in your danger. — 
He has felt the cold hand of poverty without a murmur, and 
has ſeen the infolence of wealth without a tigh—Bat, tos 
much under the direct ion of his wiſhes, and forttimes weak 
enough ts miſtake deſire for opinion, he bas till lately vo- 
ty lately believed in the juſtice of his county. He hoped, 
that at the elouds of adverfity ſcattered, and as the ſunſhine of 
Pesee and beiter fortune broke in upon us, the colcneſs and 


ieverity of governmect would relax, and thay, more than jüſ- 


Rice, that geatuude would bl. ze forth upon thoſe bands, which 
bad upheld her, in ibe darkeit ftages of het paſſage, from im- 
pending ſorvitude to 23Zaowledged independence. But faith 
bas its limit, as well as temper, and there are points beyond 
which, either can be Reached, without finking igto eowar- 
dies or pleuging into credulity.—This, my friends, I con- 
ive to be your ütustlon.— Hurried to the very verge of 
both, another ſtep would tuin you forever. —'Vo be tame and 


uaprovoked when injuries preis bard upon you, is more than 


werkaeſs; but to look up for kinder uſage, without ene 
manly effort of your ewn, would fix your character, and 


&:v whe wars hey richly yr We s you broke, 
9! Ts i 
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ofs future fortune may be as deſperate as yours—would 
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W guard againft this evil, let us take a review of the ground 
pon which we now ſtand, and from thencecarry out thoughts 
tot ward for a momant, into the unexplored field of expadieat. 
After a purſuit of ſeven long years, the object for which 
we ſet out is at length brought within our reach, —Tes, my 
iriends, that ſuffering courage ot yours, was attive one 
it has conducted the United States of America through a doubt» 
ful and a bloody war. It has plos ed her in the eba ir of Indepen · 
dency, and peace returns again to bleſs==whom ?—A country 
willing to redrefs your wrongs, cheriſh your worth and re- 
ward your ſervices, a eounity courting your return to private 
life, with trars of gratitude, and ſmiles of admiration, long - 
ing to divide with you that independency which your gallantry 
h3s given, and thoſe riches which your wounds have prefery- 
ed ? Is this the caſe ? Or is it rather, a country that tramples 
upon your rights, diſdains your cries and inſults your dif- 


irefles ? Have you not, more than onoe, ſuggeſted your 


wiſhes, and made known your wants to Congreſs ? Wants 
and wiſhes which gratitude and policy ſhould have anticipat: 
ed, rather than eyaded. And have you not lately, in ihe 
merk language of entreating memorials, begged from their 
juſtice, what you would no longer cxpect from their favour ? 
How have you been anſwered ? Let the leiter which you are 
axlled to confidei to-morrow make reply, „ 
If this, then, be your treatment, while the ſwords you wear 
ate necaſſaty for the deſence of America, what have you to 
expect tram peace, when your voice ſhall ſink, and your 
ſtrength dithp ate by diviſion? Wien thoſe very ſwords, the 
inftrumcnis and companions of your glory, ſhll be t ken 
frons your ſides, and no remaining mark of military diftiac- 
tion left, but your wants, irfi:mities and ſoars ? Can you then 
gouſent to be the only ſuff-rers by this evolution, and retir- 
zag from the ficid, grow old in poverty wretchedneſs and 
gontempt? Can you gonſeat to wade through the vile mire 
of dependency, and owe the miſecsble ter nant of that life 
to charity, which has hitherto been ſpent in honour r 
If you can —G0,—— and carry with you the jeſt of Tories 
and the ſcorn of whigs, — the ridicule, and what bs worſe, 
the pity of the world. Go, ſtarve, and be forgotten ! But 


your fpigit hoc 26er at this 3 you have feaſe encugn 
Kc Wy to 
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te difearrr, and ſpirit exongh to oppoſe tyranny under 
whilever garb it may aflum= ; whether it be the pjain eoat 
of republic zs iſa, or the ſpleadid rope of royalty, if you 
have yet learncd to diſeriminate between a people and a 


exuſe, between men and prieciples—awakt—=xttend to your 
Musties aud radreſe yourſelves, If me preſent moment be 


los, ever7 fmure effort is in yain ; andyour threats then, will 


be as empty 21 your intreaties now. as viel 
I woule zdviſe you, therefore, to come to ſome final opi- 


nion, upon what yeu du bear, and what you will ſuffer, 


If your deterwisstion be is any proportion to your wrongs, 
Sarry your appeal from the juſtice to the fears ef government. 
Change ede milk 2nd water fiyle of your laſt memorial ; 


| aſſume a holder tone—decent, but lively, ſpirited and deter- 


mined, and foſpct the mat who would adviſe fo more 
mederation, and longer forbearance. Let two or three men 
who ens feel 25 well a3 write, be appointed to draw up yeur 
laſt rewon!tranee ; for | would eo lenger give it the ſueing, 


Heft, un ſurczſiſul epithet of memorial. - Let it be repreſented 
in language at will neither diſaonor you by its rudencſs; 
ner betray vou by itz fears ; what bes been promiſed by 


Con greſe, 2x6 what his been perſermed, —bew long and how 
patiently yos have ſuff-ree, how little you have aiked, and 
bew mucd cf that little bas been dea led. Tell them that, 
though yen were ie firſt; and would with to be the laſt to 
encounter danger: Though deſpair itfeif can never drive you 
inte diſnot qur, it may drive you from the ficld : That tet 
weund often irritated, and never healed, may at length be- 
come incurable ; and that the flighte& mark. of indignity 
from Congreſs row, muft operate like. the grave, and part 
you forever: That in. nay political event, the army bas its 
alternative. If peace,t bat nothing ſhall ſeparate them from 
Jour arms bu! deeth : If war, that cowting the auſpices, aud 
Inviting the ditection of yeur illufirious leader, you will 


- retire to ſome unſetiled country, ſmile in your tuen, and 
% mock when their fear cometh on But let it repreſent 


alſe that ſhould they comply with the requeſt of your late 
memorial, it world make you more happy, aud them more 


reipectable. 
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refpeRable. That while the war ſhould contimis, you would 
follow their Rangard into the field asd when it ame 0 an 
end, yen would withdraw into the ſbade of private life, 
and give the world another ſubject ot wonder and applauſc ? 
n army victorious over its enemies victorious over 


PS, -Fhg! 


it ſelf. 
G3 
GLNERAL ORDERS. 
. Head Quarters, March 21, 1 


| The commander is Hie“, taving beard that a general 
meeting et the off cer of the army, w33 propoſed to be held 
this day at the new building, in an anonymous paper, whiek 
was circulated yeftertay by ſome wnknown perſon, eonccives, 


_ although he is fully perſuaded that the goed ſenſe of the of- 


ficers would indece them to pzy very little attention to ſuck 
an irregular invitation, bis du'y as well as the reputation and 
true inteceſt of the army, 10e bis difspprobation of ſuch 
diiorderly piscectings, Ar the ſeme time, he requeſts the 
general and field officers, with one cfhicer {;om each eowpa- 
ny, and » proper repreſents'ion from the f f of the army, 
will z ſſcble at 12 o'clock on Saturday next. at the new 
building, tu hear the report of the committee of the arwy ts 
Corgrels, After mature Celiberation, ibey will deviſe what 
farther meaſures ought to be dopteo av moſt rational 2nd 
beſt calculated to attain the juſt and importent ebject in view. 
The ſegior officer in ronk preſent will bc plesled to pralide, 

and report ttc 3 the 6eliberations de the S 
In Odief. 


— [ c — 


(Ns. 4.) 


To he OFFIOKRY of the ARMY. 
| Gentlemen 25 
THE author of a late 2ddreſe, anzicus to deli though 
he thoulg fail to engige your egcem; ind etc; pines at cvep 
ry 


10] 
fy riſque to unfold your duty and diſcharge his own, would 


beg leave to ſolicit the fusther indulgence of a few moments 
attention. Aware of the coynefſs with which his laſt letter 


would be received, he feels himfe!f neither diſappointed not 


difplexſed with the caution it has met. Ye well knew that 
ir ſpcke 2 Janguzge which, till now, had been heard only in 
whiſpers, and thai it contained ſome ſentiments which econff- 
dence itſclf would have breathed with dil ruſt. But their lives 
have hren ſhort, and heir obſervations ihaperfcR indeed, whe 
have yet to learn, that zlarms may be falſe ; that the beſt de- 
ſigns are ſomætimes obliged to aſſume the worſt aſpect; and 
that, however ſynonimuus ſurpriſe and difaſſer may be in 
military phrafe, in morzl and political meaning, they con- 
vey ideas 23 different as they are diſtin, 


o 


guſpieion, deteftable 3s it is in private life, is the lovelieſt 


trait 27 political characters. It prompts you to enquiry, bars 


the door againſt deſign, and opens every avenue to truth, Fr 
was the fi ſt to cppoſe 2 tyrant here, and ſtill ſtands 6cnti- 
ne] ver the libertics of Ag ericg. With this beliet it would 
illy be:cme me to ſtifle the voice of this honeft guardian; a 


_ gurrdi-+, who 2uthoriſed by ci:cumftar.ces digeſted into proof, 


has herſcii given birth to the *ddreſs you have read, and row 
goes forth anorg you with a requeſt to all, that it may be 
treated fai-iy ; that it may be confidered before it be abuſed; 
and condem ed hefore i: be tortured 3 convinced that, in a 
ſearch after error, truth will 2ppear, that apathy itſelf will 
grow warm in the purſy/t, and though it wal be the laſt te 
adopt her advice, it will be the gſt to act wpon it 

Ahe general orders of yeſterday; which the weak m3y miſ- 
take for diſapprobation, and the deſigning dare to repreſent 
28 ſvcd, wears, in my opinion, a very different complexien, 
224 carrie; viih it a very cppoſite tendency, Till now, the 
Commander in Cnief has regarded the Reps you have is ken 


for redreſs with good wiſhes alone. His cfiertible filence 


has autherifed your meetings, and bis private opinien hag 
ſasctitis“ vour claims. Had be diſlized the object in view, 
would net te ſame ſenſe of doty which forbade you. from 
meeting on the third day of the week, d fo:bi//en you from 


C 


meeting on the ſeyentb? Is got the (ame fyhject eld up fer 


your diſceſſian? and has it act palcd the fal of cher, an 
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taken all the ſolemnity of an order? This will give ſyf- 
tem to your proceedings, and ſtability to your reſolves, 
It will ripen ſpeculation into fact; and while it adds to 
the unanimity, it cannot poſhbly leſſen the independen- 
cy of your ſentiments. It may be neceſſary to add upon 
this ſubje&t, that, from the injunction with which the 
general orders cloſe, every man is at liberty to conelude 
that the report to be made to head quarters is intended 
for Congreſs. Hence will ariſe another motive for that 
energy which has been recommended: for, can you give 
the lis to the patbetic deſcriptions of your repreſentati- 
ons, and the more alarming predictions of our friends? 
To ſuch as make a want of ſignature an objection to o- 
pinion, I reply, that it matters very little who is the au- 


thor ot ſentiments which grow out of your feelings, and 


apply to your wants; that in this inſtance, diffidence ſug - 
gelted what experience enjuvins ; and that while I con- 
tinue to move on the high road of argument and advice, 
which is open to all, I ſhall continue to be the ſole con- 


fident of my own ſecret. But, ſhould the time come, 


when it ſnall be neceſſary to depart from this general 
line, and hold up any individual among you as an ob- 
ject of the reſentment or contempt of the reſt, I thug 
publicly pledge my honour as a ſoldier, and veracity as 
a man, that Iwill then aſſume a viſible exiſtence, and 
give my name to the army, with as little reſerve as L 
ROW give my opinions. | 


Head Quarters, Newburgh, March 18, 1783. 


$ 1 | | 

THE reſult of the proceedings of the grand conven- 
tion of the officers,” which I have the honour cf encloſ. 
ing to your excellency for the inſpection of Congreſs, 
will, I flatter myſelf, be conſidered as the laſt glorious 
proof of patriotiim which could have been given by men 
wl aſpired to the diſtinction of a patriot army; and 
will not only confirm their claim to the juſtice, but will 
encreaſe their title to the gratitude of their country. 

Having ſeen the proceedings on the part of the army 
terminate with perfect unanimity, and in a manner en- 
tire!y conſonant to my wiſhes; being impreſſed with the 
lvelieft ſentiments of aflection for thoſe who have fo 
long, ſo patiently and ſo cheerfully ſuffered and fought 

2 under 
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under my immediate direction; having from motives of 
Juſtice, duty and gratitude, ſponzaneouſly offered my- 
ſelf as an advocate for their rights; and having been re- 


queſted to write to your excellency, earneſtly entreat ; 


ing the moſt ſpeedy deciſion of Congreſs upon the ſub- 
jects of the late addreſs from the ariy to that honora- 
ble body ; it now only remains for me to perform the 
talk I have aſſumed, and to intercede in their behalf, 
as I now do, that the ſovereign power will be pleaſed 
to verify the predictions I have pronounced of, and the 
confidence the army have repoſed in the Jultice of their 
country. 

Ani herel humbly conceive it is altogether unneceſſa- 
ry (while I am pleading the cauſes of an army which have 
done and ſuffered more than any other army ever did in 
the defence of the rights and liberties of human nature) 
to expiate on their claims to the molt ample compen- 
ſation for their meritorious ſervices, becauſe they are 
perfectly known to the whole world, and becauſe (altho' 
the topics are inexhauſtable) enough has already been 
faid on the ſubjet. To prove the afſerrions, to evince 
that my ſentiments have ever been uniform, and to 
ſhew what my ideas ot the 1ewaids in queſtion have 
always been, I appeal co the archives of Congreſs, and 
call on thoſe iacred depoſits to witneſs for me. And in 
order that my obſervations and arguments in favor of a 
ſuture adequate proviſion for the officers of the army 


may be brought to remembrance again, and conſidered 


in a fingle point of view without giving Congreſs the 
trouble of having recourſe to their files, I will beg leave 
to tranſmit herewith an extract from 2 repreſentation 
made by me to a committee of Coagrets, ſo long ago as 
the 29th of January, 1773, and alio the tranſcript of a 
letter to the preſident of - Congreſs, dated near Paſaic 
Falls, October 11, 1780. | 

That in the critical and perilous moment when the laſt 
mentioned communication was made, there was the vt- 
moſt danger a diſſolution of the army would have taken 
place unleſs meaſures ſimilar to thoſe recommended had 
been adpoted, will not admit a doubt. That the adop- 
tion of the reſolution granting halt pay for lite has been 
attended with all the happy eenſequences I had foretold 
Jo tar as reſpected the good of the ſervice, let the aſto - 
zithing contrait between the fate of the army at = in- 
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ſtant, and at the former period, determine. And that 
the eſtabliſhment of funds, and ſecurity of the payment 
of all the juſt demands of the army, will be the moſt 
certain means of preſerving the national faith and fu- 
ture tranquility of this entenfive continent, is my de- 
cided opinion. 

By the preceding remarks, it will readily be imagined, 
that inſtead of retræcting and reprehending (from farther 


experience and reflection) the mode of compenſation ſo 


ſtrenuouſly urged in the encloſures, Jam more and more 
confirmed in the ſentiment, and if in the wrong, ſuffer 
me to pleaſe myſelf with the grateful deluſion. 

For if, beſides the ſimple payment of their wages, 3 
farther compenſation is not due to the ſufferings and ſa- 
crifces of the officers, then have I been miftaken indeed. 
Tf the whole army have not merited whatever a grateful 
people can beſtow, then have I been beguiled by preju- 
dice, and built opinion on the hafis of error. If this 
countrythould not in the event perform every thing which 


has been requeſted in the laſt memorial toCongrels, then 


will my belief become vain, and the hope that has been. 


exc'ted,void of foundation. And! if, (as has been ſug- 
geſted for the pur poſe of inflaming their paſſions) the 


officers of the army © are to be the only ſufferers by 


this revolution; if retiring from the field, they are to 
grew old in poverty, wretchedneſs and contempt—it _ 


they are to wade through the vile mire of dependency, 


and owe the miſerable remnant of that life to charity. 


which has hitherto been ſpent in honour,” then ſhall L 
have learned what.ingratitude is, then ſhall I have re- 
alized a tale which will embitter every mument of my 


tuture life. 


But I am under no ſuch apprehenſions : A country 
reſcued by their arms from impending ruin, will never 
leave unpaid the debt of gratitude. 


Should any intemperate or improper warmth have min- 


gled itſelf amongſt the foregoing obſervations, I muſt en- 


treat your exceilency and Congreſs, it may be attributed 


to the effuſion of an honeſt zeal in the beſt of cauſes, and 
that my particular ſituation may be my apology, and I 
hope I need not on this momentous occaſion make any 
new proteſtations of perſonal difintereſtedneſs, baving 
ever renounced for myſelf the idea of pecuniary reward. 
wr The conſciouſneſs of having attempted faith, 
ES. 5 fully 


. 


t. . 


fully to diſcharge my Cty and the approbation of my 
ſufficient recompence for my ſervices, 


country will be a 
I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON, 

His Excellency the 5 RE 

Preſident of Congreſs. 
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(No. 5.) 
Cantonment, 15th March, 1783. 


The officers of the army being convened agreeably 
to a general order of the 11th inſtant, the honourable 


major-general Gates, preſident, his excellency the com- 
wander in chief was pleaſed to addreſs the meeting ag 


follows :; | 


Gentlemen, 
B an anonymous ſummons, an attempt has been 


made to convene you together. How inconſiſtent with 


the rules ot propriety, how unmilitary, and how ſub- 


verſire of alt order and diſcipline, let the good ſenſe of 


the army decide. 


In the moment of this ſummons, another anonymous 


production was ſent into circulation, addreſſed. more io 


the feelings and paſſions, than to the reaſon and judg- 
ment of the army. The author of the piece is entitled 


to much credit for the goodneſs of his pen; and I could 


wiſh he had as much credit for the rectitude of his heart; 


for, as men ſee through different optics, and are induced 
by the reflecting faculties of the mind, to uſe different 


means to attain the ſame end, the author of the addreſs 
thould have had more charity than to mark for ſuſpicion, 
the man who ſhould recommend moderation and longer 
forbearance, or in other words, who ſhould not think as 


he thinks, and act as he adviſes. But he had another 
plan in view, in which cardour and liberality of ſenti-. 


ment, regard to juſtice, and love of country, have no 
; 5 N 5 part 5 
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part; and he was right to infinnate the darkeft ſuſpic!s 
on to effect the blackeſt deſign. That the addreſs is 
drawn with great art, and is deſigned to anſwer the moſt 
inſidious purpoſes ; that it is calculated to impreſs the: 
mind with an idea of premeditated ivjuſtice in the fo. 
yereign power of the United States, and rouſe alt thoſe 
reſentments which muſt unavoidably Row from ſuch a 
belief; that the ſecret mover of this icherne, whoever he 
may be, intended to take advantage of the paſſions, while 
they were warmed by the recollectien of paſt diſtre ſſes, 
without giving time for cool, deliberative thinking, and 
that compoſure. of mind which is ſo neceſſary to give 
dignity and ſtability” to, meaſures, is rendered too ob- 
vious, by the mode of conducting the buſinefs, to need 
other proof than a reference to the proceedipg. : 
Thus much, gentlemen, I have. thought it incumbent on 
me to obſerve to you, to ſhew upon what principles I op- 
poſed the irregular haſty meeting which was propoſed 
b to have been held on Tueſday laſt, & not becauſe I want 
ed a diſpoſition to give you every opportunity, conſiſtent 
with your own honor, and the dignity of the army, te: 
make known your grievances. If my conduct hereto- 
Fore has not evinced to you, that I have been a faithful 
friend to the army, my declaration of it at this time 
would be equally unavailing and improper. But as 1 
was among the firſt who embarked in the cauſe of our 
common country; as 1 have never left your fide one mo- 
ment, but when called from you on public duty; as I 
have been the conſtant companion and witneſs of your 
diſtreſſes, and not among the laſt to feel and acknow« 
ledge your merits; as I have ever conſidered my own 
military reputation as inſeparably connected with that 
of the army; as my heart has ever expanded with joy, 
when J have heard its praiſes, and my indignation has 
ariſen when the mouth of detraction has been opened 
zgainſt it, it can ſcarcely be ſuppoſed, at this late ſtage 
of the war, that I am indifferent to. its intereſts. But 
how are they to be promoted? The way is plain, ſays: 
the anonymous addreſſer. If war continues, remove 
into the unſettled country; there eſtab}ith yourſelves-. 
and leave an ungrateſul country to deſend itſelf. - But 
who are they to defend? Our wives, our children, 
our farms and other propeity which we leave behind. 
ws ? or, in this ſtate of hoſtile ſeparation, are wes ta 
* HE wh on 5 5 5 take 
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take the two fir, (the latter cannot be removed) to 

eriſh in a wijdernets with hunger, cold and nakedneſs ? 
* If peace takes place, never ſheath your ſwords,” ſays 
Jes © uti} you have obtained full and ample juſtice.” 

his ereadful alternative ofeither deſerting our country 
in the extremett hour of her diſtreſs, or turning cur arms 
again it, which is the apparent object, unlets Congreſs 
can be c mpelled into inſtant compliance, has ſomething 
fo thocking in it, that humanity revolts at the idea, My 
God ! what can this writer have in view, by recommen- 
ding ſuch meaſures ? Can he be a friend to the army? 
Can he he a friend to this country ? Rather is he not an 
inſidious foe ? Some emiſſary, perhaps, from New-York, 
plorting the ruin of both, by ſowing the ſeeds of diſcord 
and ſeparation between the civil and military powers of 
the continent? And what a compliment does he pay to 
our underſtandings, when he recommends meaſures, in 
either alternative, impracticable in their nature? But, 
Here, gentlemen, I will drop the curtain, becauſe, it 
would be as imprudent in me to afſign my reaſons for 
this opinion, as it wenld be inſulting to your concepti- 
on to ſuppoſe you food in need of them. A moment's 
reflection wiil convince every diſpaſſionate mind of the 
phyſical impoſſibility of carrying either propoſal into 
execution. 'T here might, gentlemen, be an improprie- 
ty in my taking notice, in this addre(s to you, cf an 
anonymous production but the manner in which that 
performance has been introduced to the army, the ef- 
Fect it was intended to have, together with ſome other 
circumſlances, will amply juſtify my obſervations. on 
the rendency of that writing. 

With reſpect to the advice given by the author, to 
Cuſpe& the man, who thall recommend moderate mea- 
ſures and longer forbearance, I ſpurn it, as every man 
who regards that liberty and reveres that juſtice for 
which we contend, undoubtealy mult ; for, if men are 
to be precluded from offering FRET ſentiments on a mat- 
ter which may involve the moſt ſerious and alarming 

56 ces, that can invite the conf deration of man- 
conſequences» **: ſe to u he freed. 71 
kind, reaſon is of no ule to u. he freedom of ſpeech 
may be taken a way and dumb and ſilent we may be led, 
Jike ſheep to the ſHlanghter. Icannot, in juſtice to my own 
belief, and what 1 have COT fee, tO CONCELVE is the 
intention oſCong res, concluds this addreſs, without giv- 
12222 . 


mg 


Ww 


2 2 


EI 


ing it as my decided opinion, that, that Lonorably body 
entertain exalted ſentiments of the ſervices of the army, 
and from a full conviction of its merits and ſufferings, | 
will do it complete juſtice : that their endeavours to 
diicover and ettabliih funds for this purpoſe have been 
unwearied, and will not ceale till they have ſucceeded, 
2 have not a doubt. 

But, like all other large bodies, where there is a va- 
riet v of different in tereſts to reconcile, their deter miu, i. 
tions are flow. Why then ſhoold we diſtruſt then "= 
And in conſcquence of that diſtruſt, adopt mou 
which may caſt a thade over that glory which ths bee 
to juſtly acquired,audgarnith the reputation of an ar in 
which is celebrated through ali Europe for its fortitude 
and patristiin: ? And for what is this done? To! bring 
the object we ſ:ek, nearer ? No, moſt certainly, i my 
opialon, it will calt it at a greater dütance. For my- 
ſelf, end I take no merit in giving the aflurance, bein 
induced to it from principles of gratitude, verzcity, _ 
juſtice, a grateful ſenſe of the confidence you have ever 
placed in me, a recollection of the cheertul athffance 
and prompt obedience 1 have experienced from you, un- 
der every viciſſitude of fortune, and the ſincert affetion 


1 fee! for an army I have fo long had the honor to:come 


mand, will oblige me to declare in this public and ſo. 
lemn manner, that in the attainment of complete juſtice 
for all y our toils and dangers, and in the gratificaticat 
of every with, fo far as may be done confitently with 
the great duty I owe my covntry, and thoſe powers we 
are bound to reſpect, you may freely command my. ſer- 
vices to the utmoſt extent of my abilities. 

While I give you theſe aſſurances and pledge myſelk 
in the moſt unequivocal manner to exert whatever abili- 
ty I am poſſeſſed of in your favour, let me entreat you, 
gentlemen,on you part, not to take any meaſures, which 
viewed in the calm light of reaſon, will leſen your dig- 
nity and ſully the glory you bave hitherto Inaintatneg. 
Let me requett you to rely on the plighted faith of your 
country, and place a full confidence in the purity of the 
intentions of Congreſs, that previous to your difſolut- 
on, as an army, they will cauſe all your accounts to be 
fairly liquidated, as directed in the refolutions which 
were publiſhed to you two days ago, ard that they vill 
adopt the molt ee ual meaſures in their POKEL * ren 
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der ample juſtice to you, for your faithful and merito- 


ous ſervices. And let me conjure you in the name of 
eur common country, as you value your own facred bo- 
nour, as you reſpect the rights of humanity, and as 


you regerd the military and national character of Ame» 
rica, to expreſs your ùtmoſt horror' and deteſtation of 


the mon, bo withes, rpder any ſpecious pretences, to 
overturn the liberties cf our country, and who wick. 
ediy atte:npts to open the flood gates of civil diſcord, 
and dee our nfing empire in blood. 


By thus determining and thus acting, you will pur ſue 
tte ploin and direct road to the attainment of your wiſn- 


es; you will #-{e2t the infidious defigns of our enemies, 


who arc coinpelied ro reſort from open force to ſecret 
mtifice, You will give one more diſtinguiſhed proof 
of unexampled patriotiſin and patient virtue, riſing ſa. 
per or to the prellure of the moſt complicated jufferings; 
and you wil, by the dignity of your conduct, afford 


occafien for poſterity to lay, when ſpeaking of the glo- 


rious example you have exhibited to man kind. 
* Had this day been wanting, the world had never feen 
the laſt ſtage of perfection to which human nature is 


| 0 ining. 
capable of attaining. 


His excellency having withdrawn, on motion by ge- 
neral Knox, ſeconded by general Putnam; 

RESOLVED, That the unanimous thanks of the of · 
ficers of the army be preſented to his excellency the 
commander in chief, for his excellent addreſs, and the 
communication he has been pleaſed to make to them; 
and that he be aſſured that the officers reciprecate his 
affectionate expicfions, with tbe greateſt ſincerity of 
which the human heart is capable. 

The addreſs from the army to Congreſs—the report 
of the committee from the army---and the reſolutions 
of Congreſs of the 25ih January, being read, 

On a motion by gen, Putnam, ſeconded by gen. Hand, 

Voted, That a committee be appointed immediately 
to draw up ſome reſolutions expretiive of the buſineſs be- 
fore us, and to report in halt an hour; that this commit- 
tee conſiſt of one general officer, one field officer, and 
ne captain; and that general Knox, colonel Brooks 
aud captain Howerd, compoſe the ſaid Nun 
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he report of the committee being brought in, and 
Tully conſidered, 5 
Reſolued unanimouſly, That at the commencement of 
dhe oceſent war, the officers of the American army en- 
gage in the ſervice of their country trom the pureſt love 
ani attachment to*he rights and liberties of human 
nature, which motives till exiſt in the higheſt degree x 
an that no circumſtances of diſtreſs or danger ſhall 
indce a conduct that may tend to ſully the reputation 
2nd glory which they have acquired, at the price of 


nat wood and eight years faithful ſervices. 


Reſolued unanimouſly, Phat the army continue to have 
an 1nhiken coati lence in the juſtice of Congreſs and 
their country, and are fully convinced that the repre. 
ſeniatives of America will not diſb ind or diſperſe the 
army until their accounts are liquidated, the halances 
accurately aſcertained,and adequate fund: eſt abliſhed for 
payment. and in this arrangement the officers expect, 
that the half pay, or a commutation ot it, thould be ef- 
Kcacionily compreheaqed. | 

Reſilued unanimouſly, That his excellency the com 
maader in chief be requeſted to write to his excellency 
the preſident of Congreſs, earneſtly entreating the moſt 
ſpeedy deciſion uf that honourable body, upon the ſub. 
jects of our late addreſs, which was forwarded by a com- 
mittee of the army, ſome of whom are waiting upon 
Congreſs for the reſult. In the alternative of peace or 
war, this event would be highly ſatisfactory, and would 


produce immediate tranquility in the minds of the army 


and prevent any further machinations of deſigning men, 
to ſowdiſcord between the civil and military powers of the 
United States. | 58 

On motion, - | 

R-/alvedunanimouſly That the officers of the American 
army view with abhorrence and reject with diſdain, the 
infamous propoſitions contained ina late anonymous ad- 
dreſs to the officers of the army, and reſent with indigna- 
tion the ſecret attempts of ſome unknown perſons to col- 
lect the officers together, in a manner totally ſubverſive 
of all diſcipline and good order. 8 

Reſolved unanimou ly, That the thanks of the officers 
of the army be given to the committee who preſanted to 
Congreſs the late addrefs of the army, for the witdom 
and prudence with vo they have conducted that 


„ buſineſs ; 
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1. buſineſs; and that a copy of the proceedings of thit fo 
| ; | : day be tranſmitted by the preſident to major- general 3 
Fi, M' Dougail ;' and that he be requeſted to continue his ſi 

Fl Clicitations at Congreſs, until the objects of his miſſi- 7 

| | on ate accomplithed. 8 

The meeting was then diſſolved. _ 0 

| * HOKATI1O GATES, Maj. Gen. Preſident, 

* 

: O1 
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U The following are the Reſolutions reſerred to in the 1 

4 ; foregoing Addreſs and Recommendations. 2] 

# | | 15 

; In CONGRESS, September 6, 1780. fo 

N ON GRES8S took into conſideration the report of cl 
: | 8 the committee to hom were referred the inſtruc- 

| tions of che general aſſembly of Maryland to their de- to 

4 legates in Congreſs, reſpecting the articles of contede- Pe 

Fi | ration, and the declaration therein referred to, the att at 

15 of the legiſlature of New-York. on the ſame ſubject, C: 

i, and he 1emonſtrance of the general afſembly of Vir- E 

0 | ginia. which report was agreed to, and is in the words ef 

following: 8 1 
That having duly conſidered the ſeveral matters to tr 
them ſubmitted, they conceive it unneceſſary to exa- tt 
mine into the 1aerits or poticy of the inftruftions or 
declaration of the general aſſemhly of Maryland, or of 
the remonit! 2nce of rhe genera! aſſembly of Virginia, 
as they involve gueſtions, a diſcuſſion of which was e- 
clined on matine contideratinn, when the articles of 
confederation were devated ; nor, in the opinion 0; the tl 
committee, can ſuch qu<itions be naw revived with * 
any proſpe ct of conciliation : that it appears more ad- 
viſeable to p eſs upon thoſe ftarzs which can remove Lol 
the em ar raſſnents reſpett: 1g the weitern. country, a P. 
liberal urcender of a portion of their territorial claims, .C 
ſince ta-v cannot be preſe; ved entire without endan— P 
gering the it abilitv of che general confederacy; to re- 2 
mind then h1w1njypenſably neceſſi y it is ta eſtabliſh * 
the federal union ga a fixed and perinanent baſis, and h 
on principles accep'ah:-432 all its reſpective members; P 
ho «iſ-atial to public credit and confidencs, to the ſl 
ſupport of our army, to the vigour of our counſels and te 


ſucces 
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{acceſs of our meaſures, to our tranquility at home, 
and our reputation abroad, to our preſent ſatety and 
our future proſperity, to our very exiitence as a free, 


ſovereign and independent people; that they are fully 


perſuaded the wiſdom of the reſpective legiſlatures will 
lead them to a full and impartial conſideration of a 
ſubject, ſo intereſting to the United States, and ſo ne- 
ceſſary to the happy eſtabliſhment ot the federal uni- 
on; that they are confirmed in theſe expectations by 
a review of the beforementioned act ot the legiſlature 
of New-York, ſubmitted to their con fideration; that 
this act is expreſly calculated to accelerate the federal 


alliance, by removing, as far as depends on that ſtate, 


the impediment ariſing from the weltern country. and 


for that purpoſe to vield np a portion of territorial 


claim for the general. benefit : whereupon, 

Reſolved, That copies of the ſeveral papers referred 
to the committe he tranſmitted, with a copy of the re- 
port, to the legifaiures of the teveral ſtates, and that 
it be earneſtly recommended to thoſe ſtates, who have 
claims to the weſtern country, to-paſs ſuch laws, and 
give their delegites in Congreſs ſuch powers, as may, 


effectually remove the only ouſtacle te a final ratificati- 


on of the articles of confederation ; and. that the je giſla- 
ture of Maryland be earnettly requeſted to authoriſe 


their delegates in Congrels to ſubſcribe the ſaid articles. 


"a 
% a 


IN CONGRESS, OcTo2zs 10, 1780, 


Congreſs reſumed the conſideration cf the report of 


the committee, Gn the motion of the delegates of 
Virginia; and thereupon | _ 

Reſolved, That the unappropriated lands that may 
be ceded or relinquiſhed to the United States, by any 
particular ſtate, purſuant to the recommendation of 


Congieſs of the 6th day of. September laſt, ſhall be diſ- 


poſed of for the common beneßt of the United States, 
and be ſettled and formed into diſtinct republican ſtaies, 
which ſhall become members of the federal union, and 
have the ſame rights of ſovereignty, freedom and inde; 
pendence, as the other ſtates : that each ſtate which 
mall be ſo formed, ſhall contain a ſuitable extent of 


territory, not leſs than ene hundred, nor more than 


one 


L 50 1 
wie hundred and fifty miles ſquare, or as near therete 
as circumſtances wil! admit : that the neceſſay and 


reaſonable expences which any particular ftate ſhall 
have incurred, ſince the commencement of 'the pre- 


Fent war, in ſubduing any Britiſh poſts, or in main« 


taining forts or garriſons, within and for the defence, 
or in acquiring any part of the territory that may be 
ceded or relinquiſned to the United States, ſhall be 
reimburſed : | 

That the ſaid lands ſhall be granted and ſettled at 
ſuch times, and under ſuch regulations as ſhall here- 
after be agreed on by the United States in Congreſs. 
aſſembled, or any nine or more of them, 


By the UNITED STATES in CONGRESS, aſſem 
bled, December 16, 1782. 


WHEREAS it is eſſential to juſtice and to the pre- 
ſervatien of public credit, that whenever a nation is 
obliged by the exigencies of public affairs to contract 
a debt, proper funds ſhould be eſtabliſhed, not only for 
paying the annual value or intereſt of the ſame, but for 
diſcharging the principal within a reaſonable period; 
by which a nation may avoid the eyils of an exceſſiv e 
accumulation of.debt : theretore, 

Reſolved, That whenever the neat produce of any. 
funds recommended by. Congreſs and granted by the 
fates, for funding the debt already contracted, or for 
procuring future loans for the ſupport of the war, ſhall 


exceed the ſum requiſite for paying the jntereſt of the 


whole amount of the national debt' which theſe ſtates 
may owe at the termination. of the preſent war, the 
ſurplus ot ſuch grants ſhall form a ſinking fund, to be in- 
violably appropriated to the payment of the principal 
of the ſaid debt, and ſhall on no account be diverted 
to any other purpoſe. : : | 
And in order that the ſeveral ſtates may have proper 
information of the ſtate of their finances, it is further 
reſolved, that as ſoon as the public debt can be liqui- 
Gated, each ſtate be annually furniſhed with the amount, 
thereof, and the intereſt thereon, and alſo of the pro- 
ceeds and diſpoſition of the funds provided for the re- 
demption thereof. | loved, 


. 
Reſolved, That the faith cf the United States be. 


and that if any fla e (ball think it necefli:y to make it. 
a condition of their grants, the fame will be cenſider- 
ed by Congreſs as conſiſtent with their reſolution of; 
the zd of February, 1781, 


By the United STATES in CONGRESS Aſcmbledg 


FEBRUARY 27, 2783. 


WHEREAS by the 8th article of the confederation: 


end perpetual union, it is agreed and declared, that. 
ai' charges of war, and all other expences for the com- 
nion detence cr general welfare, allowed by the United 


dates in Congreſs aſſembled, (hall be defrayed out of 


a common trealury, which ſhall be ſupplied by the 
ſev<: «i ſtates, in proportion to the value of all land 
within each ſtate, granted to, or ſurveyed for any per- 


ſon, as fuch land and the buildings and improvements 


the:eon ſhall be eftimated, according to ſuch mode aa 

the United States in Congreſs aſſembled ſhall, from 

time to time, direct and appoint. | 
Reſolved, That the legiſlature of each fate be, and, 


. they are hereby required to take ſuch meaſures as ſhall 


appear to them moſt effect ual for obtaining a juſt and 
accurate account of the quantity of land in ſuch ſtate, 
gianted to, or ſurveyed for any perſon, the number. 
of buildings thereon, diſtinguiſhing dwelling- houſes 


trum other buildings, and the number of its inhabi- 


tants, diſtinguiſhing white trom black: that the 


legiſlature of each ſtate be, and they are hereby 


zlio required, to cauſe the ſaid account to be tranſ- 
mitted and delivered to Cony:efs, on or befor the 1ſt. 
day of March, 1984; and that Congreſs vill on the 
2d day of March, 1784, or at their ne x: fitting, there- 


after, appoint a grand committee, conſiſting of a mem- 


ber preiznt from each tate, to take into their Co: fie 
deraticn the ſaid return, any nige of whom concur= 
ring ſhall make a juit and true ed imate of the value of. 
all the lands in each of the United States, granted to, 


or ſurveyed for any erion, anc! of the buildings aud 


improvements thereop, and 1az!} repert ſuch eltinrate 
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10 Congreſs, to be ſubject only to their approbation ax 
rejection. That the ſaid eſtimate when approved by 
Congreſs ſhall be a rule for adjuſting all accounts be- 


ta cen the Unite! States and the individual fates, that 5 


is, each ſtate ſha 'l be debited for its jun quota or pro- 


tion on the principle aforefaid of the money there. 


tofore advanced or paid, and of the amount in value 
of the ſupplies furaiſhed by all the ſtates for the ſervice 
of the United States, and credited for tile monty ad- 
varced and the amouut in value of the ſupplits furniſh 
ed by ſuch ſtate tor the fervice of the United States: 
That the ſaid eſtim:te ſhal} operate for a term pot ex- 
cerding fiveyenrs, as a rule for apportioning on the ſg- 
vera! itates the iums which Congreſs ſhail from time to 
time deem necef,iy and require to be raĩied for ſupport- 


ing the public credit and contingent expences ; and 


that the money which thali be paid from time to time 
by en ſtate into the continental treaſu y on account 
A ſuch quota or apportionment, ſhiilbe duly paſted te; 
= eredit of ſuck Rate on the {aid account. he 
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